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J o in t  S t a t e m e n t  b y  G e rm a n  S c ie n c e  O rg a n is a t io n s  o n  G re e n  G e n e t ic  E n g in e e rin g  

Alexander von Humboldt-S ti f tung  

D euts c h e Ak ademi e der N aturf ors c h er L eop oldi na  

D F G  - D euts c h e F ors c h ung s g emei ns c h af t  

D AAD  - D euts c h er Ak ademi s c h er Aus taus c h di ens t  

F h G  - F raunh of er G es ells c h af t  

Helmh oltz -G emei ns c h af t D euts c h er F ors c h ung s z entren  

HR K  - Hoc h s c h ulrek torenk onf erenz   

W G L  - L ei bni z -G emei ns c h af t  

M P G  - M ax-P lanc k -G es ells c h af t  

W i s s ens c h af ts rat  

G ermany ’ s  F ederal M i ni s ter f or F ood,  Ag ri c ulture and C ons umer P rotec ti on,  I ls e Ai g ner,  h as  banned th e c ulti vati on 

of  g eneti c ally  modi f i ed mai z e.  T h e ban took  ef f ec t i mmedi ately  on 1 4  Ap ri l.  T h e mi ni s ter noted th at th e ban i s  an 

i s olated dec i s i on on a p arti c ular c as e,  not a f undamental rej ec ti on of  g reen g eneti c  eng i neeri ng .  E urop e’ s  h i g h es t 

li c ens i ng  auth ori ty ,  th e E F S A,  h ad p revi ous ly  exp res s ed no res ervati ons  about th e c ulti vati on of  g eneti c ally  

modi f i ed mai z e.  G ermany ’ s  s c i enc e and res earc h  c ommuni ty  i s  very  c onc erned th at th i s  dec i s i on w i ll rei nf orc e th e 

tendenc y  to ap p roac h  th i s  tec h nolog y  i n an i rrati onal manner and c aus e i rrep arable damag e to G ermany ’ s  

p otenti al as  a loc ati on f or th e f urth er develop ment of  w h at i s  li k ely  to be an i mp ortant tec h nolog y  i n th e f uture.  

T h e G erman S c i enc e O rg ani s ati ons  f ully  s up p ort an exp lorati on of  th e op p ortuni ti es  and p os s i ble us es  of  g reen 

g eneti c  eng i neeri ng  i n G ermany .  S uc h  exp lorati on i nc ludes  th e i mp arti al i nves ti g ati on of  s af ety  i s s ues  and 

p otenti al ri s k s .  A broad rang e of  i n-dep th  s c i enti f i c  res earc h  of  th i s  k i nd h as  been tak i ng  p lac e i n G ermany  f or 

y ears .  T h i s  res earc h  i s  larg ely  f unded by  th e F ederal M i ni s try  of  E duc ati on and R es earc h  and th e s tate g overnments  

– ei th er di rec tly ,  or i ndi rec tly  vi a org ani s ati ons  th ey  f und – or i s  c arri ed out i n a s p ec i al res earc h  dep artment at th e 

F ederal M i ni s try  f or F ood,  Ag ri c ulture and C ons umer P rotec ti on.  T h i s  res earc h  h as  never p roduc ed reli able f i ndi ng s  

th at w ould even remotely  s ug g es t th e need to abandon th e tec h nolog y .   

A c omp lete rej ec ti on of  g reen g eneti c  eng i neeri ng  w ould do las ti ng  damag e to G ermany  as  a loc ati on f or res earc h .  

G eneti c  eng i neeri ng  tec h ni q ues  deri ved f rom molec ular bi olog y  of f er a uni q ue op p ortuni ty  to develop  more 

valuable,  more envi ronmentally  f ri endly ,  more p roduc ti ve c as h  c rop s  i n th i s  era of  c li mate c h ang e.  T h i s  vi ew  i s  

c ons i s tent w i th  f i ndi ng s  f rom res earc h  f unded by  th e f ederal g overnment and w i th  res earc h  f i ndi ng s  f rom abroad 

c onc erni ng  th e ri s k s  of  g reen g eneti c  eng i neeri ng  vers us  c las s i c al p lant breedi ng  meth ods .   

T h e ban p os es  th e dang er th at unf ounded f ear c ould tak e th e p lac e of  rati onal s c i enti f i c  i nf ormati on.  T h e 

mi ni s ter’ s  c omment th at th e ban i s  an i s olated dec i s i on on a p arti c ular c as e c annot c omp ens ate f or th e neg ati ve 

i mp ac t i t w i ll h ave on G ermany ’ s  s tatus  as  a res earc h -f ri endly  c ountry  and th e f ac t th at i t i s  di ametri c ally  op p os ed 

to f uture-mi nded advanc ement.   

F or all th es e reas ons ,  w e are f ully  op p os ed to any  g eneral ban on g eneti c ally  eng i neered p roduc ts .  W e urg e 

p oli ti c i ans  to lead a more log i c al di s c us s i on of  th e top i c  and to c reate reli able f ramew ork  c ondi ti ons  f or res earc h   
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i nto and s c i enti f i c  c ons ultati on on th e f uture us es  of  g reen g eneti c  eng i neeri ng .  W e th eref ore enth us i as ti c ally  

endors e F ederal R es earc h  M i ni s ter Annette S c h avan’ s  p rop os al f or a roundtable di s c us s i on th at w ould i nc lude 

s c i enti s ts  and p oli ti c i ans  and s end a c lear s i g nal reg ardi ng  f uture res earc h  i nto g eneti c ally  modi f i ed c rop s .   

 

 


