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Abstract

The United Kingdom's Department for Education has recently changed the nature of the AS-level
examinations normally taken by students aspiring to enter higher education degree courses one year
into their post-compulsory education. In the face of protests from universities and other institutions
that this would both harm students' progression towards the A-level qualifications, on which entry to
English universitiesis normally based, and make it difficult for universities determining which of
their applicants were best placed to benefit from their degree courses, the Department conducted
research which it claimed showed that degree outcome could be predicted as well from the results of
GCSE examinations taken one year before AS-levels as from AS-levels themselves. This paper
critiques those analyses and their conclusions showing, through are-analysis and extended
interpretation of the Department's data, that AS-levels provide a more reliable predictor of degree
performance in 2011 than GCSEs and that many students who performed better at AS-level than at
GCSE gained aplace, and performed well, at a university with high entrance standards. (HRK /

Abstract Ubernommen)
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