HRK Hochschulrektorenkonferenz
Die Stimme der Hochschulen

25.6.2026

Author
KAUPPINEN, Ilkka

Title

Towards transnational academic capitalism

Publication year
2012

Sour ce/Footnote
In: Higher education. - 64 (2012) 4, S. 543 - 556

I nventory number
33149

Keywords
Hochschule und Wirtschaft ; Hochschule und Staat : allgemein ; Globalisierung

Abstract

This paper contributes to current debates on the relationship between globalisation and higher
education. The main argument of the paper isthat we are currently witnessing transnationalisation of
academic capitalism. This argument isillustrated by examining the collaboration between
transnational corporations and research universities, and how transnational academic capitalism has
been promoted by different intermediating organizations. On theoretical level the paper draws from
global capitalism school and the theory of academic capitalism, but also moves beyond them by
introducing new concepts such as knowledge-intensive transnational economic practices. The
emergence of transnational academic capitalism challenges the common assumption that universities
are primarily promoters of national economic competitiveness. (HRK / Abstract tibernommen)
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