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Abstract

Thisarticle calls for acommon research model that can be replicated across institutionsto
systematically collect data on the impact of education abroad participation on college graduation
rates. The ultimate goal of the proposed GRAD LEAP (Leveraging Education Abroad Participation
for Graduation) model isto facilitate a meta-analysis yielding generalizabl e findings that can inform
both institutional and national education abroad policy. The model consists of two levels of anaysis:
(a) adescriptive analysis to estimate and compare true graduation rates for education abroad
participants and nonparticipants, and (b) a parametric analysis to estimate the value-added of
education abroad participation, beyond factors already understood to impact graduation rates. The
proposed research model can be expanded to include analysis of the impact of specific program
factors on graduation rates (e.g., program duration, program type, student accommodation, etc.).
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