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Abstract

This article examines the extent to which the professional accreditation of professional higher

education programmes can complement other quality assurance endeavours being carried out. An

analysis of a sample of professional accreditation reports for pharmacy education programmes in

Ireland provides insight into the priorities of the regulatory professional body with regard to

preparation for the profession. The results show that the reports address issues that are of relevance

for the higher education institutions’ provision of quality programmes and for their quality assurance.

The article also considers the extent to which the reports hold institutions accountable against the

professional standards, while also acknowledging the professional responsibility of institution staff.

Catering for both of these logics is necessary so that professional accreditation can contribute

effectively as a mechanism for quality assurance, including enhancement, in the institution. (HRK /

Abstract übernommen)
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