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Abstract

The race to establish regional education hubs is a recent development in cross-border higher
education. This article briefly examines the rationales and strategies used by three countriesin the
Middle East and three in South East Asia which are working towards positioning themselves as
regional education hubs. The different approaches and purposes among the six countries highlight the
need for atypology of education hubs. Three types are proposed: the student hub, the training and
skilled workforce hub, and the knowledge/innovation hub. The final section of the paper takes a
closer look at Malaysia?s cross-border education initiatives and its actions to establish itself asa
competitive education hub in aregion where Singapore and Hong Kong have similar intentions.
Whether Malaysia has the ability to make a quantum leap from being a student hub to becoming a
knowledge/innovation hub remains to be seen and appears to be an optimistic outlook. (HRK /
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