
08.2.2026

Author

MONEY, Arthur (COUGHLAN, Jane)

Title

Team-taught versus individually taught undergraduate education : a qualitative study of student

experiences and preferences / Arthur Money ; Jane Coughlan

Publication year

2016

Source/Footnote

In: Higher education. - 72 (2016) 6, S. 797 - 811

Inventory number

44989

Keywords

Studentenschaft : Studienverhalten ; Lehre

Abstract

Team teaching is becoming more common in undergraduate programmes of study although the

relative merits to the more traditional individually taught courses have not been determined for best

practice. For this study, 15 final-year undergraduate computer science students were interviewed to

gain insight into their learning experiences. A thematic analysis of the interview data identified the

perceived advantages and disadvantages of each mode of teaching. The advantages of individually

taught courses included: consistency of content delivery and advice, familiarity with the lecturer’s

teaching style and better continuity of the subject content. The disadvantage of individually taught

modules included missing knowledge, compared to a team approach. Advantages of team-taught

modules included: greater insight into a topic delivered by multiple team members. Disadvantages

included: content overlap, conflicting messages relating to assessment, team members not taking

ownership of their roles and responsibilities and a belief that overall team failure is worse than

individual failure to deliver a module well. The results revealed that individually taught modules were
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generally preferred to team-taught modules. A set of best practice recommendations are proposed to

address the challenges when delivering team-taught teaching and become more student focused.
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