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Abstract

Marketisation, increased student mobility, the massification of Higher Education (HE) and stagnating
staff numbersin universities have combined to cause aripple effect of change both in the demography
and size of university classes across the world. This has implications for the quality and equity of
learning and the need to examine and to transform pedagogical practices. Despite the growing
attention of literature on teaching large classes, there is a scarcity of research addressing the twin
issues of large classes in an increasingly internationalised context. This paper seeks to contribute
towards filling this gap. The paper provides a theoretical exploration of the causes of such classesin
HE, reviews the empirical evidence against large class teaching and examines the difficulties
associated with teaching demographically diverse classesin HE. The paper identifies eight
pedagogical strategies to address the issues of class size and diversity, which relate to increasing
student participation and engagement; increasing curricula access and the language of instruction;

increasing staff intercultural understanding; increasing opportunities for deep learning for all;

Seite 1/2



HRK Hochschulrektorenkonferenz
Die Stimme der Hochschulen

21.12.2025
on-going monitoring of student satisfaction; increasing opportunities to achieve; diversification of
assessment; and the merit of Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCY). It calls for new research on
global learning cultures; reviews of global assessment and promising pedagogical practices and

processes. (HRK / Abstract ibernommen) Maringe, Felix, E-Mail: felix.maringe@wits.ac.za
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