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Abstract

Building on international migration theories and the literature on the dynamics of student mobility,
this study sketches a two-dimensional framework and examinesits utility to understand the rationales
of in-bounding student mobility in Turkey. The empirical part of the study was conducted with 331
international students studying in public universities of Turkey. The results suggest that private
rationales are prominent for students coming from Western and economically developed countries. In
contrast, economic and academic rationales are prominent for students coming from Eastern and
economically developing countries. The study suggests three insights which are instrumental in
re-interpreting the position of the countriesin the periphery in international student mobility. First, the
nature of cultural, political, and historical proximity between home and host countries determines the
size and direction of in-flowing student mobility in economically devel oping countries. Second, for
developing countries pre-departure pulling rationales at private level are more prominent than public

rationales. Third, despite the general trend that student mobility flows from economically less
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developed toward economically developed countries, this study suggests that in the periphery there
are regional hubs attracting students largely originating from other countries of the periphery. (HRK /
Abstract tbernommen) Kondakci, Y asar, E-Mail: kyasar@metu.edu.tr
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