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Abstract

The purpose of this paper isto gain more insight into the relationship between teachers? approachesto
teaching on the one hand, and the characteristics of context and teacher demographics on the other.
Data were collected from 50 teaching staff at the University of Antwerp and from three sources: a
Dutch trandation of the Approaches to Teaching Inventory (ATI), information given by the
participants, and information obtained through the personnel department of the university. Only the
conceptual change/student-focused scale of the ATI had good reliability and was used for further
analysis. Analysis of variance (ANOV A) showed no relationship between teachers? approaches to
teaching and the context variables of expert level of students, teaching discipline and the number of
students in the classroom. Neither was a relationship found between the teachers? conceptual
change/student-focused approach and the teacher characteristics of gender, academic status, teaching

experience, age and intention to participate in teacher training. Several interpretations of these data
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and perspectives for further research are discussed. (HRK / Abstract tibernommen) Stes, Ann, E-Mail:
ann.stes@ua.ac.be
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