HRK Hochschulrektorenkonferenz
Die Stimme der Hochschulen

20.10.2025

Author
AY OO, Philip Ouma

Title
Reflections on the digital divide and itsimplications for the internationalization of higher education in

adeveloping region : the case of East Africa

Publication year
2009

Sour ce/Footnote
In: Higher education policy. - 22 (2009) 3, S. 303 - 318

I nventory number
26658

Keywords
Ausland : Afrika: Hochschulwesen allgemein ; Ausland : Afrika: Studenten, Studium, Lehre ;

Multimedia/ Internet ; Kommunikationstechnik ; Internationalitét

Abstract

Institutions of higher education around the world are all faced with the universal impact of
globalization and internationalization on higher education. At the same time, information and
communication technologies (ICT) continues to impact on all aspects of contemporary education,
requiring higher education institutions and stakeholders to be linked to each other through an
advanced network that is connected to the rest of the world. Of particular interest now istheway in
which African universities bring the region in touch with what can be referred to as the global village
of higher education, and how universities bring Africato the attention of the world. This paper
explores the extent to which ICT is seen as central for internationalization and the opportunities that
exist in Africafor the application of ICT in higher education. It demonstrates how the digital divide
that exists within the process of internationalization risks increasing the gap between African higher

education and the international community if efforts are not made to bridge it. Specific cases,
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especialy within East Africa, are used to illustrate the arguments raised. (HRK / Abstract

tbernommen)
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