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Abstract

Research in the social sciences received generous patronage in the late 1960s and early 1970s.

Research was widely perceived as providing solutions to emerging social problems. That generosity

came under increased contest in the late 1970s. Although these trends held true for all of the social

sciences, this essay explores the various ways by which economists in particular reacted to and

resisted the patronage cuts that were proposed in the first budgets of the Reagan administration.

Economists? response was three fold: to engage in joint lobbying with other social scientists, to tap

into their authority as a respected policy player, and to influence the types of research financed by the

patron. With interviews of the former lobbyist for the social scientists, the former director of the

Economics program for the National Science Foundation, and a review of the archival records of

economists and their scholarly society, we discuss how economists have claimed entitlement to

patronage in the closing decades of the twentieth century. We observe a dynamic and productive

relationship between politicians and researchers mediated by the National Science Foundation, where
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civil servants, lobbyist and public minded scientists, and self-serving grantees trade roles.(HRK /

Abstract übernommen)
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