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Abstract

This paper draws on the results of an international survey of HE leaders and senior managers, which

was supported by the OECD Programme on Institutional Management for Higher Education (IMHE)

and the International Association of Universities (IAU). It focuses on how HEIs are responding to

league tables and rankings (LTRS), and what impact or influence ? positive or perverse ? they are

having on institutional behaviour, decision-making and actions. The growing body of academic

research and journalist reportage is referenced to contextualize this international experience. The

paper shows that while HE leaders are concerned about the impact of rankings, they are also

increasingly responsive and reactive to them. In addition, key stakeholders use rankings to influence

their decisions: students use rankings to 'shortlist' university choice, and others make decisions about

funding, sponsorship and employee recruitment. Rankings are also used as a 'policy instrument' to

underpin and quicken the pace of HE reform. (HRK / Abstract übernommen)
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