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Abstract

This paper presents an analysis of the reasons why students in Norway |eave higher education
institutions before degree completion and the extent to which these reasons are of the type that can be
influenced by the university. As occursin many countries, a proportion of students starting an
undergraduate liberal arts degree in Norway |leave their university without completing their degree.
The institutions' capacity to influence this decision is limited. The most common reasons for students
either transferring or dropping out are beyond the university's control. However, for both types of
leavers, the learning environment seems to have been somewhat influential in the decision to leave.
Therefore, improving the learning environment through closer contact between students and teachers

will probably also enhance retention. (HRK / Abstract Gibernommen)
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