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Abstract

There has been a shift in modern tertiary education theory that has moved away from a traditional,

didactic model of education, towards a more student-led, constructivist approach. Nowhere is this

more the case than in science and mathematical education, where the concept of research-led

education is gaining more and more traction. The focus of this approach is on training students to join

a community of scholars, rather than on encouraging the accrual of factual knowledge. What has

scope to be addressed further in this area is what students might gain from research experience and

the impact this kind of education has on career intentions. The current study, using a combination of

quantitative and qualitative survey data, explores this experience. We aim to answer questions

surrounding skill gains, student perceptions and the impact on career choices. Findings indicate that

students value research experience and gain much from it. Further, we find evidence that engaging in,

and benefiting from, research experience is related to career intentions. These results have

implications for the ways we scaffold research experience for students, as well as reinforcing the

value of this approach to education. (HRK / Abstract übernommen) Smyth, Lillian, E-Mail
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