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Abstract

Developing learners' competence is an important part of the mission of higher education. The kind of

competences that higher education should develop depend on what we see as the purposes of higher
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education. The term "converging competences" points to the need not only to train individuals for

specific tasks, but to educate the whole person. Education is about acquiring skills, but also about

acquiring values and attitudes. As education policies move from an emphasis on process to a stronger

emphasis on the results of the education processes, learning outcomes have come to be seen as an

essential feature of policies both in Europe and North America. This book explores the roles and

purposes of higher education in modern, complex societies and the importance of competences in this

respect. Although public debate in Europe could give the impression that the sole purpose of higher

education is to prepare for the labour market, this important role is complemented by at least three

others: preparation for democratic citizenship, personal development and the development of a broad

and advanced knowledge base. This work draws on the experiences in both Europe and North

America to underline that the discussion is not in fact about which of these different purposes is the

"real" one; they are all important, and they coexist. (HRK / Abstract übernommen)
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