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Abstract

The features of Korean higher education development are related to sociocultural tradition (Confucian

tradition), the model university ideas, and economic development in Korea. The modern university

ideas adopted in Korean are based on the German model which was established by the Japanese

colonial government and drawing on the US university model after the World War II. However, the

modern university ideas are intertwined with socio-cultural factors and have been embedded in

current Korean universities. As well as the western ideas and the Confucian tradition, the growth of

Korean higher education has relied upon the rapid growth of the Korean economy. Education

development is well aligned with economic development in Korea thanks to government policy

initiatives. This framework can be applied in the analysis of higher education development in other

countries. Higher education development cannot be solely explained by individual cultural, historical

or economic factor. These three factors are interlinked and influence the development of Korean
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