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Abstract

Subject specialistsâ€™ knowledge of academic and disciplinary literacy is often tacit. We tackle the

issue of how to elicit subject specialistsâ€™ tacit knowledge in order to develop their pedagogical

practices and enable them to communicate this knowledge to students. Drawing on theories of genre

and metacognition, a professional development activity was designed and delivered. Our aims were to

(1) build participantsâ€™ genre knowledge and (2) scaffold metacognitive awareness of how genre

knowledge can enhance their pedagogical practices. The findings reveal that participants built a

genre-based understanding of academic literacy and that the tasks provided them with an accessible

framework to articulate and reflect upon their knowledge of disciplinary literacy. Participants gained

metacognitive awareness of misalignments between what they teach and what they expect from

students, their assumptions about studentsâ€™ prior learning and genre-based strategies to adapt their

practice to studentsâ€™ needs. Our approach provides a theoretically grounded professional

development tool for the HE sector. (HRK / Abstract übernommen)
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