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Abstract

Romania hosts the 2012 Bologna / European Higher Education Area Ministerial Conference and the

Third Bologna Policy Forum. In preparation for these meetings, The Executive Agency for Higher

Education, Research, Development and Innovation Funding (UEFISCDI) organised the Future of

Higher Education - Bologna Process Researchers? Conference (FOHE-BPRC) in Bucharest on 17-19

October 2011, with the support of the European University Association (EUA) and the Romanian
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National Committee for UNESCO. The conference brought the voices of researchers into

international-level policy making in higher education. The results of the conference are presented in

this book. Until now, empirical evidence supporting policies and reforms in higher education has

often been a matter of local or regional focus. The development of a pan-European process in higher

education policy drives a need to explore wider research topics on which to base policies. This book

offers an unprecedented opportunity for higher education researchers to interact and contribute to the

political process shaping the European Higher Education Area (EHEA), and to national policy

agendas in more than 100 participant countries for the 2012 ministerial events. The book collects

more than 50 articles focusing on vital issues in European higher education. These are arranged in

sections addressing the European Higher Education Area (EHEA) Principles; Teaching and Learning;

Quality Assurance; Mobility; Higher Education Governance in the EHEA; Funding of Higher

Education; Diversification of Higher Education Missions; Higher Education Futures and Foresight.
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