HRK Hochschulrektorenkonferenz
Die Stimme der Hochschulen

21.8.2025

Author
BAXTER, Aryn

Title
Engaging Underrepresented International Students as Partners. Agency and Constraints Among
Rwandan Studentsin the United States/ Aryn Baxter

Publication year
2019

Sour ce/Footnote
In: Journal of studiesin international education : a publication of the Association for Studiesin
International Education (ASIE). - 23 (2019) 1, S. 106 - 122

I nventory number
47981

Keywords
Mobilitét ; Austausch von Wissenschaftlern und Studenten ; Ausland : Ruanda : Studenten, Studium,
Lehre; Audand : USA : Studenten, Studium, Lehre

Abstract

Asinternational student mobility expands and student populations grow increasingly diverse, thereis
aneed to engage underrepresented international students as partners to better understand their lived
experiences and co-construct supports for navigating the opportunities and constraints that accompany
mobility. This article presents findings from a multisited ethnography that examines the experiences
of scholarship recipients from Rwanda pursuing undergraduate degrees in the United States. Drawing
on spatial and transnational theories, the study illuminates how student engagement is constrained by
conflicting expectations, representations, and relationships and highlights how students exercise
agency asthey navigate their international education experiences. In drawing attention to the diversity
of international students’ spatial imaginaries, the study provides a starting point for universitiesto

develop deeper and more sensitive understandings of mobile students' differences. (HRK / Abstract
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