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Abstract

The Humboldtian educational ideal is based on the idea of the unity of teaching and research in

universities (Einheit von Forschung und Lehre). The role of the state, according to Humboldt, was to

fund universities in such a way that their autonomy was maintained. Much has changed in the funding

mechanisms of higher education systems since the time of Humboldt, and here we consider

developments within France, Germany, Ireland and Norway. Recent governance and funding reforms

of higher education in Europe share the Humboldtian goal of promoting the ?very best education?

through reconfigured relationships between the state and universities. However, most reforms which

have taken place (and possibly those that are about to take place, as in the case of Ireland) have

developed different external mechanisms to improve quality in teaching and research. The separation

of funding for teaching and research has been a predominant approach which challenges the idea of

unity of teaching and research, a key element of the Humboldtian model. (HRK / Abstract

übernommen)
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