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Abstract

The traditional exam has a strong holding within Norwegian higher education and is very often the
preferred way of assessing students. Digital technology opens up for aternatives to the traditional
exam, but so far focus has predominantly been on exchanging pen and paper with personal computers
within the traditional framework. Digital alternatives may come in conflict with existing law
governing teaching and assessment at university, as the law was written at atime when digital
technology did not exist. We present data from a workshop in which 48 individuals from 11
ingtitutions, academics as well as administration, were asked to identify and discuss challenges related
to the introduction of digital alternatives. A case study strategy was considered appropriate as this
gave us the opportunity to collect information from representatives from many universities and
university colleges across Norway. Lack of knowledge about alternatives to the traditional exam, and
lack of knowledge as to how digital technology may be used in assessing students were the kind of

challenges most often mentioned. Assessment practices may be rooted in an assessment policy, but
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datafrom a survey (29% response rate) indicate that there is little awareness concerning thisissue

within Norwegian higher education institutions. (HRK / Abstract tbernommen)
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