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Abstract

This chapter analyses the potential of the theory of differentiated integration (DI) in the field of higher

education research. As a conceptual narrative, the theory of DI proposes models to explain flexible

integration based on â€˜timeâ€™, â€˜spaceâ€™ and â€˜matterâ€™. Drawing on a meta-analysis of

published research about the Bologna process, to the chapter aims to question the relevance of the

theory of DI in explaining the processes of European integration in higher education. The analysis

showed that as a theory, DI is not greatly helpful in explaining institutional integration, it appears to

have little persuasive grip in promoting integration and, ultimately, risks making non-integration

legitimate. (HRK / Abstract übernommen)
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