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Abstract

In its 15th year, the Bologna Process has reached a critical threshold. The international, national and

institutional experiences within this period have created valuable common knowledge not only for the

47 member countries of the EHEA but also on a global scale. Along with the widespread positive

effects during this time, there have been criticisms and even protests in some countries. Certain action

lines, such as the three cycle degree systems, have been not easily and properly implemented in some

countries. However, the EHEA, launched in 2010, remains a unique project based on voluntary

participation and is expanding beyond Europe. This large and comprehensive structure has been

monitored and revised through the intensive work done by BFUG and approved by the Ministerial
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Conferences on a regular basis. During the past 15 years, socio-political and economic conditions

have changed in Europe and worldwide; furthermore, both the scope and the area of the EHEA have

been expanded thematically and geographically since 1999. These conditions set the stage for a more

inclusive and more participative European Higher Education Area for the coming decades. This paper

aims to contribute to the discussion of the future of the EHEA by exploring the Turkish higher

education experience, as one of the largest systems in the EHEA. To achieve this aim, it examines the

outcomes and lessons of the Turkish higher education system and analyzes focus group interviews

with key actors, such as policymakers, rectors, academic staff and national student representatives.

Moreover, it offers some recommendations to increase global connections, mobility and partnership

between national authorities. The recommendations include peer-learning activities and thematic

projects to improve the participation and implementation of different authorities; and, more

inclusiveness, experience sharing and dialogue between the countries and institutions overall to

understand, motivate and maintain sustainability of the common tools for the EHEA in the coming

decade. (HRK / Abstract übernommen)
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