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Abstract

The focus of this articleis on changes of epistemic content in evaluating and controlling teaching at
universities. Methodologically, in this study, we integrate macro-historical-political configurations
with contemporary micro-social situationsin contrast to a discursive-philosophical orientation. We
strive for integration between historical processes and socia practices. From the theoretical point of
departure in the concept of epistemic drift, we want to investigate the changes and ambival ences that
are the consequences when epistemic criteria developed in one social jurisdiction (research on
teaching and learning in the 1970s and 1980s) are used in another social setting (teaching and learning
in higher education, or TLHE, in the 2010s). The epistemic content discussed here is the qualitative
turn of teaching and learning in the 1970 s and 1980s, a turn that paved the way for the
conceptualization of constructive alignment (CA) later in the 1990s, the concept that is the object of
analysis. Asthe text moveson, it will be shown how CA gradually merge with a managerial form of

learning outcome, in various policy contexts on European, national (Sweden) and university levels.
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We describe how CA became institutionalized as the most common pedagogical model in Swedish
TLHE courses. Against this background of historical processes ? the theoretical pedagogical
foundation of CA, Bologna policies in Europe and Swedish higher education policies and national
institutionalization of CA ? we illustrate ethnographically how CA isreceived in local, socia
situations.(HRK / Abstract tibernommen)
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