HRK Hochschulrektorenkonferenz
Die Stimme der Hochschulen

07.4.2026

Author
KARIA, Manisha (BATHULA, Hanoku; ABBOTT, Malcolm)

Title
An experiential learning approach to teaching business planning : connecting students to the real
world / Manisha Karia, Hanoku Bathula and Malcolm Abbott

Publication year
2015

Sour ce/Footnote
In: Exploring learning & teaching in higher education / Mang Li ; Yong Zhao (eds.). - Berlin[u.a] :
Springer, 2015. - S. 123 - 144

I nventory number
37173

Keywords

Lehre ; Studiendauer, Studienerfolg : allgemein

Abstract

In recent years, a number of business schools around the world have moved from traditional
lecture-style teaching to other learning approaches in imparting skills. In this chapter, we present the
results of an evaluation of a business planning course that departed significantly from the traditional
lecture-style teaching approach to a more student-focused experiential |earning approach in order to
acquire entrepreneurial knowledge and skills. In doing this, we provide a description of the content
and delivery of the course and then examine its impact on the learning outcomes for students. Using a
survey method, we collected data from 161 final-year bachelor students to gauge the success of the
course. The findings indicate that the content and the delivery mode of the course are appropriate. In
addition, students report gains of relevant entrepreneurial knowledge and skills which can assist them
in setting up and managing a business. However, the learning gains in the finance area are

comparatively limited, suggesting the need for a different type of pedagogy for this particular
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functional area of business. The findings from this study have implications for curriculum designers,

career planners, and potential entrepreneurs. (HRK / Abstract Gbernommen)
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