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Abstract

The present research tested the hypotheses that (a) working-class students have fewer friends at

university than middle-class students and (b) this social class difference occurs because working-class

students tend to be older than middle-class students. A sample of 376 first-year undergraduate

students from an Australian university completed an online survey that contained measures of social

class and age as well as quality and quantity of actual and desired friendship at university. Consistent

with predictions, age differences significantly mediated social class differences in friendship. The

discussion focuses on potential policy implications for improving working-class students? friendships

at university in order to improve their transition and retention. (HRK / Abstract übernomen) Rubin,

Mark, E-Mail: mark.rubin@newcastle.edu.au
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