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Abstract

The present study explores the effects of problem-based learning (PBL) on social and academic

integration and study progress. Three hundred and five first-year students from three different

psychology curricula completed a questionnaire on social and academic integration. Effects of a

full-fledged PBL environment were compared to (1) effects of a conventional lecture-based learning

environment, and (2) effects of a learning environment that combined lectures and other methods

aimed at activating students. Lisrel analyses show direct positive effects of the learning environment

on study progress: students in PBL obtained more credits compared to students in more conventional

curricula. Moreover, the levels of social and academic integration were also higher among students in

the PBL curriculum. The links between integration and study progress were less straightforward.

Formal social integration positively affected study progress, but informal academic integration was

negatively related to study progress. (HRK / Abstract übernommen) Severiens, Sabine E., E-Mail:

severiens@risbo.eur.nl
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