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Abstract

This paper aims to show the historical contingency of policy entrepreneurship in science by analyzing

the case of brain research in South Korea during the last decade of the 20th century. This decade saw

an increasing emphasis placed upon the development of information technology and its use for

societal changes. The rise of the “Information Society” in Korea was an important context for shaping

the field of brain research as an amalgam of multiple disciplines which led to the passage of the Brain

Research Promotion Act; the first law in the world enacted to promote brain research. This paper,

through focusing on in what context someone takes up an entrepreneurial role, shows how the concept

of interdisciplinarity has been shaped by, and how it has influenced the development of brain research

and its related policy measures in Korea. It ultimately reveals the contingent and transient aspect of a

policy entrepreneur and his effect on building a new field. (HRK / Abstract übernommen)
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