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Abstract

Conceptions of learning and strategies used by 15 indigenous students in three Australian universities

were studied longitudinally over three years. Their academic achievements were good, but at a high

cost in terms of time and effort. In spite of the fact that almost half of the students expressed

higher-order (qualitative) conceptions of learning in the first year and more in the second and third

years, all of the students reported using highly repetitive strategies to learn. That is, they did not vary

their way of learning, reading or writing in the beginning of their studies and less than half of them

did so at the end of the three years. It is argued that encountering variation in ways of learning is a

prerequisite for the development of powerful ways of learning and studying. (HRK / Abstract

übernommen)
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