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Abstract

Large classes have increasingly become afeature in many countries around the world. This paper
present atwo-pronged analysis of this phenomenon, drawing on the political economy of higher
education as well as the sociology of knowledge to contribute to a principled discussion about why
we have large classes, and when alarge classistoo large. | argue that much of the justification for
expansion in higher education is not borne by an analysis of the political economy of higher
education. | then explain why the expansion of higher education through increasing class sizesis
self-defeating: because contact between lecturers and students is necessary for the acquisition of
disciplinary knowledge, and it is difficult to achieve such contact in large classes. | conclude that the
current discourse on large class teaching, which suggests that |ecturers must accept ever increasing
class sizes in the name of access and development, is unrealistic, both in terms of the political and
economic imperatives, and also in terms of the nature of education, and the conditions for the

development and acquisition of knowledge. (HRK / Abstract tbernommen) Allais, Stephanie, E-Mail:

Seite 1/2



HRK Hochschulrektorenkonferenz
Die Stimme der Hochschulen

26.3.2026

stephanie.matseleng@gmail.com

Seite 2/2



