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““U n i v e r s i t i e sU n i v e r s i t i e s l o o kl o o k f o r w a r df o r w a r d t ot o p l a y i n gp l a y i n g a  a  p i v o t a lp i v o t a l r o l e  r o l e  
i n  m e e t i n g  i n  m e e t i n g  t h et h e i n n o v a t i o ni n n o v a t i o n g o a l sg o a l s s e t  b y  s e t  b y  t h et h e L i s b o nL i s b o n

A g e n d a  A g e n d a  a n da n d i n  p a r t i c u l a r  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h r o u g ht h r o u g h t h e i rt h e i r c o m m i t m e n tc o m m i t m e n t
t ot o t h et h e E u r o p e a n  E u r o p e a n  H i g h e rH i g h e r E d u c a t i o nE d u c a t i o n a n da n d t h et h e E u r o p e a n  E u r o p e a n  

R e s e a r c hR e s e a r c h A r e a sA r e a s ””

““T h eT h e s e a r c hs e a r c h f o rf o r k n o w l e d g ek n o w l e d g e h a s  h a s  a l w a y sa l w a y s b e e nb e e n a t  a t  t h et h e
h e a r th e a r t o fo f t h et h e E u r o p e a n  E u r o p e a n  a d v e n t u r ea d v e n t u r e .  .  I tI t h a s  h a s  h e l p e dh e l p e d t ot o
d e f i n e  d e f i n e  o u ro u r i d e n t i t yi d e n t i t y a n da n d o u ro u r v a l u e sv a l u e s ,  ,  a n da n d i ti t i si s t h et h e

d r i v i n gd r i v i n g f o r c ef o r c e b e h i n db e h i n d o u ro u r f u t u r ef u t u r e c o m p e t i t i v e n e s sc o m p e t i t i v e n e s s . ”. ”
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EUROPEAN COMPETITIVENESS: BASED ON THE KNOWLEDGE MANAGEMENT

At e a c h o f th e th r e e v e r te x e s :  p r o m i n e n c e o f th e u n i v e r s i ty

EDUCATION

R e s e a r c h In n o v a t i o n

Modernization Q u al ity

INVESTMENT IN THE FUTURE OF EUROPE

DEVELOPMENT DEMANDS COMPETITIVENESS

G en era ti on

A p p l i ca ti on
Knowledge
T r i a ngle

TR ANS F ER

U N I V E R S I T I E S  I N  T H E  E U
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EUROPEAN COMPETITIVENESS: BASED ON THE KNOWLEDGE MANAGEMENT

Eu r o p e m u s t r e i n f o r c e e a c h o f t h e t h r e e v e r t e x e s

- Un i v e r s i t i e s a r e  c r u c i a l  t o d o  s o

- Ar e  u n i v e r s i t i e s a b l e t o a s s u r e t h e
r o l e  t h a t s o c i e t i e s d e m a n d f r o m t h e m

U N I V E R S I T I E S  I N  T H E  E U
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U N I V E R S I T I E S  I N  T H E  E U

U n i v e r s i ti e s a r e  p r o n e to u n i f o r m i ty o f th e n a ti o n a l u n i v e r s i ty  s y s te m s
� G o o d a v e r a g e  q u a l i ty
� S h o r ta g e o f C e n tr e s  o f E x c e l l e n c e

F r a g m e n ta ti o n o f H i g h e r E d u c a ti o n
� D i f f e r e n t l a n g u a g e s a n d r e g u l a ti o n s

� L o s s o f a ttr a c ti v e n e s s
� L a c k o f a  s u i ta b l e l i n k  w i th i n d u s tr y a n d p r o f e s s i o n a l e n ti ti e s .

� L i m i te d d i s s e m i n a ti o n o f th e c r e a te d k n o w l e d g e
� S h o r ta g e o f l e v e l o f m o b i l i ty

� S c a r c e e n tr e p r e n e u r i a l s p i r i t
� L o w  i n te r n a ti o n a l c o m p e ti ti v e n e s s

WEAKNESSES OF EUROPEAN UNIVERSITIES
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U N I V E R S I T I E S  I N  T H E  E U

E x c e s s i v e r e g u l a ti o n s i n  th e a c a d e m i c a r e a
� D i f f i c u l ty o f m o d e r n i z a ti o n
� R i g i d i ty o f th e a d m i s s i o n c r i te r i a a n d d e g r e e r e c o g n i ti o n

� O b s ta c l e s to m o b i l i ty
� C o n tr o l s ex ante

� L i ttl e d y n a m i c o f f e r

WEAKNESSES OF EUROPEAN UNIVERSITIES
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In R e s e a r c h

In H i g h e r E d u c a t i o n

EU: 1,9% 
US A , J a p a n , S o u t h
K o r e a : a l m o s t 3 % 

US A : 2 ,7  %
S o u t h K o r e a : 2 ,7  %
C a n a d a : 2 ,5 %
EU: 1,1%

Ins u f f i c i e nt f i na nc i ng
L a c k o f

c o m p e t i t i v e ne s s

( %G D P )
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U N I V E R S I T I E S  I N  T H E  E U

C U R R E N T  U N I V E R S I T I E S
N e e d to i m p r o v e a s  th e y a r e  n o t c a p a b l e to p a y a tte n ti o n to th e d e m a n d s
o f s o c i e ty f o r a  s u s ta n a i b l e d e v e l o p m e n t.

I m p r o v e m e n t B e tte r f i n a n c i n g
W i th a  b e tte r m a n a g e m e n t

t o b e  m o r e  f u n c t i o n a l s

C ONC L USION
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A ttrac tiv e in edu c ation and
training

A ttrac tiv e as  c ol l ab orators in 
th e ap p l ic ation of k now l edg e

MODERNIZATION

“O ne o f t h e p a r a d o x e s o f t h e B o l o g na P r o c e s s r e f o r m s i s t h a t w h i l e t h e i r g o a l i s t o
r e s p o nd t o s o c i e t a l c o nc e r ns ,  t h e r e h a s  b e e n u nt i l no w i ns u f f i c i e nt d i a l o g u e  w i t h
s o c i e t y ” .  E U A  2 0 0 7 .  T H E  L IS B O N  D E C L A R A T IO N
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EUROPEAN UNIVERSITIES AND  TH E KNOWL ED G E SOC IETY

A p p r o p r i a t e f i n a n c i n g

UNIVERSITIES H AVE TH E RESPONSAB IL ITY  TO G UARANTEE  EUROPEAN
C OM PETITIVENESS UND ER TWO PREM ISES

UNIVERSITY
A p p r o p r i a t e o r g a n i z a t i o n

t o b e  a t t r a c t i v e

G O A L

“S t r o n g U n i v e r s i t i e s ”
P u b l i c s o u r c e s ( 5 0 % )

P r i v a t e s o u r c e s ( 5 0 % )
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M A I N  T R E N D S  I N  E U R O P E A N  H I G H E R  E D U C A T I O N

• D e g r e e s t r u c t u r e s
• Em p l o y a b i l i t y
• St u d e n t c e n t r e d l e a r n i n g
• B o l o g n a t o o l s :  EC TS,  D i p l o m a  Su p p l e m e n t ,  a n d EQ F
• St u d e n t s e r v i c e s
• Q u a l i t y
• M o b i l i t y
• L i f e l o n g L e a r n i n g
• International attrac tiv enes s

C URRENT STEPS WITH IN TH E EH EA
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--EUROPEAN REFORMS TAKE PLACE EUROPEAN REFORMS TAKE PLACE 
I N A CONTEX T OF I NCREASI NG  I N A CONTEX T OF I NCREASI NG  

G LOB AL I NTERACTI ONG LOB AL I NTERACTI ON
-- ASI A AS A STRATEG I C PARTNER ASI A AS A STRATEG I C PARTNER 

TH ROUG H  COOPERATI ONTH ROUG H  COOPERATI ON

INTERNATIONAL 
ATTRAC TIV ENES S
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EUROPEAN HIGHER EDUCATION POLICY  TOWARDS ASIA

H i g h er ed u ca ti on i n s ti tu ti on s p l a y  a  k ey rol e i n  s oci ety con tri b u ti n g to
econ om i c g row th a n d d ev el op m en t g oa l s .

T h e s ector th ri v es on th e cros s -f erti l i s a ti on of i d ea s  a n d on th e ex ch a n g e
of s tu d en ts a n d a ca d em i cs . I n tern a ti on a l  p a rtn ers h i p s a re b ecom i n g
i n crea s i n g l y i m p orta n t i n  th e con tex t of g l ob a l i s a ti on ,  w h ic h is w h y t h e
E U  reg a rd s h ig h er ed u c a t io n a s  a  s t ra t eg ic s ec t o r f o r d ev elo p m ent
c o o p era t io n w it h A s ia .

H i g h er ed u ca ti on ref orm s i n  E u rop e a re n o l on g er a  m a tter of i n teres t
on l y to E u rop ea n s ,  b u t a l s o h a v e a n i m p a ct i n  th e g l ob a l  a ren a .

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  A T T R A C T I V E N E S S
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EUROPEAN HIGHER EDUCATION POLICY  TOWARDS ASIA

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  A T T R A C T I V E N E S S

Institutions a r e  r e c e p tiv e to d e v e l op m e nts outsid e a s w e l l a s insid e E ur op e ,  
a nd th e r e is a l so inc r e a sing e v id e nc e of institutions in oth e r w or l d r e g ions
r e sp ond ing str a te g ic a l l y to E ur op e a n d e v e l op m e nts. 
T h e r e sp onse s of h ig h e r e d uc a tion institutions sh ow  inte r e sting l y a nd v e r y
c l e a r l y th a t a s in 2 0 0 3  inte r -E ur op e a n c oop e r a tion r e m a ins th e h ig h e st
p r ior ity . H ow e v e r ,  r e l a tionsh ip s w ith h ig h e r e d uc a tion institutions a nd
sy ste m s in As i a h a v e b e c om e v a stl y m or e  im p or ta nt in th e p a st f our y e a r s. 
T h e r e is a l so som e e v id e nc e th a t a tte ntion is a l so f oc using m or e  th a n in th e
p a st on c oop e r a tion w ith th e A r a b w or l d a nd A f r ic a . 
T h e E U  se t up  som e str a te g ic p r og r a m m e s suc h a s A sia -L ink . F r om 2 0 0 7  
A sia -L ink  P r og r a m m e h a s b e e n r e p l a c e d b y  th e E r a sm us M und us E x te r na l  
C oop e r a tion W ind ow .
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EX AMPLE OF  EU PROGRAMMES THAT PROMOTE REGIONAL COOPERATION

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  A T T R A C T I V E N E S S

The A s i a  L i n k  w a s s et  u p  b y  t he E u r o p ea n  C o m m i s s i o n i n  2 0 0 2  t o
p r o m o t e r eg i o n a l  a n d m u l t i l a t er a l  n et w o r k i n g b et w een hi g her
ed u c a t i o n i n s t i t u t i o n s i n  E u r o p e a n d d ev el o p i n g c o u n t r i es i n  A s i a . 
The p r o g r a m m e a i m s t o d ev el o p n ew a n d ex i s t i n g p a r t n er s hi p s
b et w een E u r o p ea n  a n d A s i a n u n i v er s i t i es .
Thr o u g h f i v e a n n u a l C a l l s f o r P r o p o s a l s ( 2 0 0 2 -2 0 0 6 ) ,  A s i a -L i n k  
P r o g r a m m e s el ec t ed 1 7 5  p r o j ec t s f o r g r a n t s a m o u n t i n g t o €  6 5  
m i l l i o n . 
O v er 8 5 %  o f A s i a -L i n k  p r o j ec t s i n t er v i ew ed d u r i n g a  2 0 0 6  ev a l u a t i o n
ex er c i s e f el t t ha t t hei r n et w o r k s w o u l d l a s t a f t er t he p r o j ec t en d ed . 
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MAIN GOALS OF  THE ASIA-LINK PROGRAMME

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  A T T R A C T I V E N E S S

1 . E nc our a g e  a nd  d e v e l op  l ink s b e tw e e n E ur op e a n a nd  A sia n institutions of  
h ig h e r  e d uc a tion
2 . R e p osition E ur op e  a s a  m a j or  p a r tne r  in h ig h e r  e d uc a tion in A sia  ( a nd  
v ic e  v e r sa )
3 . S up p or t susta ina b l e  c o-op e r a tion p r oj e c ts a nd  m ul ti-l a te r a l  ne tw or k ing  
a c tiv itie s
4 . P r om ote  e x c h a ng e  of  e x p e r ie nc e s a nd  m ob il ity  a nd  f ur th e r  tr a ining  f or  
ta r g e t g r oup s
5 . A ttr a c t f utur e  e c onom ic  a nd  p ol ic y  d e c ision m a k e r s f or  g r a d ua te  stud ie s 
to th e  E U


