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QUALIFICATIONS: A COMPLEX QUALIFICATIONS: A COMPLEX 
PH ENOMENONPH ENOMENON

�� QualityQuality
�� W o r k lo adW o r k lo ad
�� L e v e lL e v e l
�� P r o f ileP r o f ile
�� L e ar n in g  o utc o m e sL e ar n in g  o utc o m e s



WHAT IS A QUALIFICATIONS WHAT IS A QUALIFICATIONS 
FR AM E WOR K ?FR AM E WOR K ?

�� Description of all qualifications in a given Description of all qualifications in a given 
( h igh er)  ed ucation sy stem( h igh er)  ed ucation sy stem

�� Description of h ow  th ese qualifications Description of h ow  th ese qualifications 
articulatearticulate

�� Description of h ow  learners can m ove Description of h ow  learners can m ove 
b etw een qualifications w ith in a sy stemb etw een qualifications w ith in a sy stem

�� Description und erstand ab le to inform ed  Description und erstand ab le to inform ed  
foreignersforeigners

�� Description of learning outcom esDescription of learning outcom es



MINISTER S IN B ER G EN 2 0 0 5  AND  MINISTER S IN B ER G EN 2 0 0 5  AND  
LOND ON 2 0 0 7LOND ON 2 0 0 7

�� We have an overarching framework (adopted in We have an overarching framework (adopted in 
B ergen 2 0 0 5 )B ergen 2 0 0 5 )
–– T h r e e  c y c l e sT h r e e  c y c l e s
–– P o s s i b i l i t y  f o r  i n t e r m e d i a t e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  w i t h i n  c y c l e s  i n  P o s s i b i l i t y  f o r  i n t e r m e d i a t e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  w i t h i n  c y c l e s  i n  
n a t i o n a l  f r a m e w o r k sn a t i o n a l  f r a m e w o r k s

�� We wil l  devel op national  frameworks  compatib l e We wil l  devel op national  frameworks  compatib l e 
with the E H E A  framework b y  2 0 1 0with the E H E A  framework b y  2 0 1 0

�� T his  is  a s teep chal l enge and we need s ome T his  is  a s teep chal l enge and we need s ome 
coordination even if Q F s  are u l timatel y  a national  coordination even if Q F s  are u l timatel y  a national  
res pons ib il ityres pons ib il ity



BASIS FOR COOPERATIONBASIS FOR COOPERATION
�� H ow do we s ee the concept of q u al ifications ?H ow do we s ee the concept of q u al ifications ?
�� H ow do we recogniz e q u al ifications ?H ow do we recogniz e q u al ifications ?
�� What are val id reas ons  for nonWhat are val id reas ons  for non--recognition recognition 
((““s u b s tantial  differencess u b s tantial  differences ””) ?  ) ?  

�� H ow can we es tab l is h and train national  H ow can we es tab l is h and train national  
information centers ?information centers ?

�� H ow can we make Q F s  a u s efu l  ins tru ment and H ow can we make Q F s  a u s efu l  ins tru ment and 
not j u s t a b u reau cratic device?not j u s t a b u reau cratic device?

�� H ow can we move H ow can we move procedu res  and formal ities  procedu res  and formal ities  
toward contentstoward contents

�� H ow can we devel op and u s e l earning ou tcomes ?H ow can we devel op and u s e l earning ou tcomes ?



TH E BROAD ER ISSU ETH E BROAD ER ISSU E
�� Q ualifications for w h at purposes?Q ualifications for w h at purposes?

–– P reparation for the l ab or marketP reparation for the l ab or market
–– P reparation for citiz ens hipP reparation for citiz ens hip
–– P ers onal  devel opmentP ers onal  devel opment
–– B road,  advanced knowl edge b as eB road,  advanced knowl edge b as e

�� W h at k ind  of ed ucation d o w e need ?  =W h at k ind  of ed ucation d o w e need ?  =
�� W h at k ind  of society  d o w e w ant?W h at k ind  of society  d o w e w ant?

–– ( E u g e n i o  ( E u g e n i o  T i r o n iT i r o n i ))


