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T h e  Ce nt ral Am e rican Q u alit y  Assu rance  Sy st e m  is a t w o lay e rs m u lt inat ional and  
m u lt ise ct orial sy st e m .   I t  inclu d e s t h e  p art icip at ion of  st ak e  h old e rs and  
u niv e rsit ie s f rom  7  cou nt rie s:  G u at e m ala, B e liz e , H ond u ras, E l Salv ad or, 
N icarag u a, Cost a R ica and  P anam a.   I t  also inclu d e  t h e  d ire ct  p art icip at ion of  
p u b lic u niv e rsit ie s, p riv at e  u niv e rsit ie s, m inist rie s of  e d u cat ion and  p rof e ssional 
b od ie s ( u niv e rsit y  g rad u at e s)  f rom  t h e  w h ole  re g ion.     
 
At  d if f e re nt  le v e ls of  t h e  sy st e m  it  also inclu d e s t h e  p art icip at ion of  t h e  N at ional 
O rg anism s f or Scie nce  and  T e ch nolog y , t h e  Acad e m y  of  Scie nce s and  in a m u ch  
le ss e x t e nd  t h e  p art icip at ion of  re p re se nt at iv e s of  t h e  b u ssine ss se ct or.   I t  also 
m ig h t  e x t e nd  it s g e og rap h ical scop e  t o inclu d e  anot h e r cou nt ry :  T h e  D om inican 
R e p u b lic, since  t h e  m ain u niv e rsit y  of  t h at  cou nt ry  h av e  b e com e  m e m b e r of  
CSUCA.  
 
I t  is a t w o lay e r sy st e m  since  in one  lay e r it  inclu d e s a Ce nt ral Am e rican 
Accre d it at ion Cou ncil ( CCA)  in ch arg e  of  se t t ing  g ood  p ract ice  p rincip le s f or 
accre d it at ion and  st and ard s f or t h e  accre d it at ion org anism s w h ich  op e rat e  in t h e  
re g ion.   A Cou ncil in ch arg e  of  carry ing  ou t  t h e  m e t ae v alu at ion of  t h e  
accre d it at ion ag e ncie s and  it s p roce d u re s, and  aw ard ing  re g ional re ck og nit ion or 
accre d it at ion t o t h e  accre d it at ion ag e ncie s.   I n t h e  ot h e r lay e r t h e  sy st e m  
inclu d e s t h e  accre d it at ion b od ie s t h e m se lv e s, in ch arg e  of  accre d it ing  t h e  
u niv e rsit ie s and  or t h e ir st u d y  p rog ram s.  
 
I n t h e  accre d it at ion of  t h e  st u d y  p rog ram  or u niv e rsit ie s le v e l, t h e re  are  t w o 
m ain k ind  of  accre d it at ion org anism s or ag e ncie s:   O n one  h and , t h e  R e g ional 
( Ce nt ral Am e rican)  le v e l u su ally  sp e cializ e d  accre d it at ion ag e ncie s, su ch  as 
ACAAI  ( accre d it ing  e ng ine e ring  and  arch it e ct u re  p rog ram s, 2 0 0 6 ) , ACE SAR  
( accre d it ing  ag ricu lt u re , f ood  and  nat u ral re sou rce s m anag e m e nt  p rog ram s, 
2 0 0 5 ) , ACAP  ( accre d it ing  p ost g rad u at e  st u d y  p rog ram s, P h D , M Sc, M A, and  
p rof e ssional sp e cialit y  p rog ram s, 2 0 0 6 ) , AUP R I CA ( accre d it ing  only  p riv at e  
u niv e rsit ie s at  inst it u t ional le v e l only , 1 9 9 0 ) .    O n t h e  ot h e r h and , t h e  N at ional 
le v e l u su ally  non sp e cializ e d  accre d it at ion ag e ncie s, su ch  as SI N AE S ( in Cost a 
R ica, 1 9 9 8 ) , Cd A ( in E l Salv ad or, 1 9 9 8 ) , CO N E AUP A ( in P anam a, 2 0 0 6 )  and  m ore  
re ce nt ly  CN E A ( in N icarag u a, 2 0 0 7 ) .  
 
T h is is a v e ry  y ou ng  R e g ional Q u alit y  Asu rance  Sy st e m .   T h e  m ain org anism , t h e  
CCA w as f orm ally  e st ab lish e d  at  t h e  e nd  of  2 0 0 3 , and  t h e  m aj orit y  of  t h e  
accre d it at ion b od ie s h av e  b e e n e st ab lish e d  af t e r t h at .       
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