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We are a wide-range, international 
research university of high standing.

Established in 1636.

SHANGHAI RANKING 2020

151 52



Research

ACADEMIC OUTPUT

7,400

NOBEL PRIZES SPINOZA PRIZES

19
publications

12

570
dissertations



Education

BACHELOR’S PROGRAMMES

Dutch50

MASTER’S PROGRAMMES ALUMNI

171,000
English12

Dutch50
English99



People

PROFESSORS

600

FACULTIES

teaching institutes

7+2

STUDENTS

20,000 Bachelor

11,000 Master

2,510 International

100 Nationalities

31,000

STAFF-MEMBERS

7,000



About our reputation



Reputation and Brand 
research by Illuminate
Consulting Group





Key Findings

• UU is a respected university. It is believed to be a solid and 

contentious contributor to science, research and teaching.  

• UU’s brand and global impact do not match its scientific 

output and actual capabilities.  

• UU is missing high impact stories, a systematically planned 

out global footprint and a culture which actively puts UU first.
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Key Findings

• UU will have to consider a cultural adaptation to today’s 

global university landscape: Branding, system and data-

driven engagement models, and rankings strategies are 

not in conflict with an academic mission –they in fact 

serve as crucial enablers.
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One brand

We established a 

branding policy and are 

implementing; from 98 

‘brands’ and logo’s we 

found in our university, we 

are on our way to only one

Utrecht University brand



International media

We made a strategy on  

international media 

relations; and started 

increasing the amount of 

countries in which UU is 

visible



Alumni abroad

We invested in mapping 

out our alumni more and 

more. This resulted, among 

other things, in volunteers 

abroad who are active and 

committed to UU.



International student 
recruitment

We invested in intensive 

and personal international 

student recruitment. For 

example through this tool 

with which international 

students can talk to 

current students and ask 

questions.



Claiming succes better

We started claiming his 

succes better. And that of 

others.



And there was the dream of 
starting a serious ranking project.

But, well….







Are we jumping 
through hoops 
for the ranking?

What do we want to be 

judged on? What is of value 

for a university that wants 

to contribute to a better 

world?





Impact

Local/regional
environment 
('community')

Societal parties
including politics and

policy makers

Business sectors

Citizens / 
general public

Peers

Chain of education

B.V. 
The Netherlands, 

enterprise & 
entreprenuership

Public 
engagement

Economic
impact

Impact in 
professional practice

Pedagogical
impact

Scholarly
impact

Impact on 
public policy

Social
impact



We are finding new ways to tell our story





“Ich wünsche mich, dass in 

Zukunft für eine gelungene 

Lehrveranstaltung genauso 

gratuliert wird wie für einen 

publizierten Artikel.“

Manon Kluijtmans

Frankfurter Allgemeine (August 2020)



“Nur ein Prozent des Plastiks 

im Meer treibt an der 

Oberfläche. Der Rest liegt 

vermutlich auf dem 

Meeresboden oder wurde 

irgendwo angespült. Wie 

schnell es absinkt, wohin es 

treibt und was es im 

Ökosystem anrichtet, ist 

weitestgehend unerforscht.“

Erik van Sebille

Welt, February 2019



Background information

On how Utrecht University plans to tackle 20 key societal challenges

https://www.uu.nl/en/research/profile/collaboration-within-hubs

On open science activities at Utrecht:

https://www.uu.nl/en/research/open-science

On the novel national protocol for Research Evalauation:

https://www.vsnu.nl/files/documenten/Domeinen/Onderzoek/SEP_2021-2027.pdf

On recommendations for an open science policy platform of EU

https://ec.europa.eu/research/openscience/pdf/integrated_advice_opspp_recomm

endations.pdf#view=fit&pagemode=none

https://www.uu.nl/en/research/profile/collaboration-within-hubs
https://www.uu.nl/en/research/open-science
https://www.vsnu.nl/files/documenten/Domeinen/Onderzoek/SEP_2021-2027.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/research/openscience/pdf/integrated_advice_opspp_recommendations.pdf#view=fit&pagemode=none


Open for debate:

m.mourits@UU.nl

mailto:m.mourits@UU.nl
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