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Safeguarding university autonomy and academic freedom in Georgia

The rectors’ conferences of Austria (fhk, uniko), Germany (HRK), Poland (CRASP) and
Slovakia (SRC) are deeply concerned about current developments in the Georgian
higher education sector. In particular, the National Concept for the Reform of the
Higher Education System in Georgia, which was published by the Georgian govern-
ment on 16 October 2025, threatens to eliminate university autonomy and aca-
demic freedom in Georgia.

The concept breaks with the principles to which Georgia has committed itself as a
member of the Bologna Process and thus of the European Higher Education and
Research Area. The measures foreseen in the concept for restructuring the system
and financing of higher education institutions, for reorganising the structure of
studies, research and personnel, and for adjusting the activities of higher education
institutions to state requirements are intended to completely dismantle the current
structure and to place whatever remains under complete political control and steer-
ing.

Implementation of the planned measures jeopardises the future of a significant part
of the Georgian higher education system. This would also destroy the successes of
the comprehensive reform processes of recent years. These reforms, carried out with
considerable European support, have made Georgia a valued higher education des-
tination within the European Research and Higher Education Area. Georgian higher
education institutions are therefore welcome partners in international cooperation
in research and teaching.

We, the signatories of this statement, declare our solidarity with the Georgian
higher education institutions. We jointly call on the Georgian government to ur-
gently abandon the concept. At the same time, we call on all stakeholders in the
European Research and Higher Education Area to declare their solidarity with Geor-
gian universities and to support them in every way possible.
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