Joint Statement of the Presidents of European Rectors’
Conferences

We as European university leaders wish to reaffirm our commitment to international cooperation
and exchange in this turbulent time for Europe. We are strongest when we tackle issues
collaboratively, when we exchange ideas and people, and when we open our hearts and minds
to new perspectives and new knowledge.

Collaboration is also a cornerstone of innovation and excellence. It is by pooling infrastructure,
data and expertise that we can best pursue ground-breaking research which improves people's
lives and help to build strong and sustainable knowledge economies.

The outcome of the UK's referendum on EU membership will mean a new relationship between
the UK and the rest of Europe, but we will work together to ensure that the long-standing
research and exchange relationships between Europe's universities continue, for the benefit of
people across the continent.
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