
  
 

 

 

  

 

Europe a n  I n n ov a t i on  P ol i c y  

 

During this year's trilateral meeting held  in B asel o n 2 3  S ep temb er 2 0 1 0 , the G erman R ec to rs' 

C o nf erenc e, U niv ersities A ustria, and  the R ec to rs' C o nf erenc e o f  the S wiss U niv ersities (C R U S )  

d isc ussed  the c urrent d ev elo p ments tak ing p lac e in the f ield  o f  E uro p ean inno v atio n p o lic y. T he 

go al p ursued  b y the E uro p ean C o mmissio n, namely to  c reate "I ntelligent G ro wth" o n the b asis o f  

k no wled ge and  inno v atio n, was f und amentally welc o med . G iv en the inno v atio n p o lic y d eb ate 

tak ing p lac e in B russels, and  whic h b ec ame all the mo re d ynamic  with the E uro p ean C o mmissio n's 

anno unc ement o f  an "I nno v atio n U nio n" o n 6  O c to b er 2 0 1 0 , the three c o nf erenc es j o intly 

anno unc ed  the f o llo wing k ey d emand s: 

 

- T he d ef initio n o f  inno v atio n whic h und erlies this term must b e ap p lied  as c o mp rehensiv ely 

as p o ssib le. T o  ensure that the asp ired  "I nno v atio n U nio n" is ab le to  d ev elo p  to  its f ull 

c ap ac ity, it will hav e to  inc o rp o rate a b ro ad  range o f  themes, serv ic es, p ro d uc ts, as well as 

so c ial inno v atio ns, and  inc lud e, witho ut ex c ep tio n, all the relev ant c arriers o f  inno v atio n in 

the p ro c ess.  

- S imilarly, the und erstand ing o f  inno v atio n must no t b e narro wed  d o wn to  seemingly 

iso lated  almo st mark etab le p ro c esses, b ut must rather tak e the who le inno v atio n c hain 

into  c o nsid eratio n, f ro m b asic  researc h thro ugh to  inc remental imp ro v ements o f  p ro d uc ts 

and  ap p lic atio ns. T he go al o f  raising the c o mp etitiv eness and  the q uality o f  lif e in the E U  

b y means o f  k no wled ge-b ased  p ro c esses req uires unc o nd itio nal sup p o rt f o r c reating 

k no wled ge and  gaining insights. 

- T o  suc c essf ully master the maj o r so c ial c hallenges we f ac e, f o r ex amp le b y ad v anc ing the 

"E uro p ean I nno v atio n P artnership s" c o nsid ered  in the E U 2 0 2 0  S trategy, it is essential that 

we hav e a transp arent, o p en and  sc ienc e-d riv en p ro c ed ure. T o  id entif y and  assess the 

inno v ativ e p o tential that ex ists in the v ario us ac tio n f ield s, the sc ientif ic  ex p ertise av ailab le 

at the univ ersities is j ust as essential as is the wealth o f  ex p erienc e they hav e ac q uired  in 

c o llab o rating suc c essf ully with stak eho ld ers f ro m ind ustry and  c o mmerc e, the p ub lic  

sec to r and  c iv il so c iety. 

- A  c o nsistent and  c o mp rehensiv ely-integrated  inno v atio n p o lic y must also  inc o rp o rate the 

E U 's C o hesio n P o lic y. C ap ac ity-b uild ing measures at E uro p ean univ ersities o n the way 

to ward s ex c ellenc e and  the p remiere league in researc h must b e p ro v id ed  with mo re 

sup p o rt than has p rev io usly b een the c ase. R egio nal d ev elo p ment p lans giv e greater 

c o nsid eratio n to  the univ ersities' ro le as a d riv ing f o rc e p o sitio ned  at the c entre o f  lo c ally 

b ased  inno v ativ e allianc es. 

- E uro p e's inno v atio n p o lic y must tak e ac c o unt o f  higher ed uc atio n in its c ap ac ity as the 

mo st p ro v en and  v erif ied  means f o r d isseminating k no wled ge. 

 
T he rec to rs' c o nf erenc es agreed  that the H R K  and  unik o  wo uld  (also  o n b ehalf  o f  C R U S )  c o ntinue 

to  ac tiv ely mo nito r the d eb ate o n shap ing E uro p e's inno v atio n p o lic y b y issuing statements and  

engaging in c o nstant d ialo gue with p o litic al d ec isio n-mak ers at natio nal and  E uro p ean lev el. 


