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What is the ERC?
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ERC is a new type of funding body in Europe to 
support ex c el l enc e in frontier researc h ,  a bottom -
up,  indiv idual -team ,  pan-European c om petition

• S c i e n t i f i c  C o u n c i l  w i t h  2 2  m e m b e r s
• S u p p o r t  b y  t h e  E R C  E x e c u t i v e  A g e n c y  
• S i g n i f i c a n t  b u d g e t  ( 1 . 2  b i l l i o n  €/ y e a r )
• E x c e l l e n c e  a s  t h e  o n l y  v a l i d  c r i t e r i o n

• S u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  s c i e n t i s t  – n o  n e t w o r k s !
• I n t e r n a t i o n a l  p e e r -r e v i e w
• N o  p r e d e t e r m i n e d  s u b j e c t s  ( b o t t o m -u p )
• S u p p o r t  o f  f r o n t i e r  r e s e a r c h  i n  a l l  f i e l d s  o f  s c i e n c e  a n d  
h u m a n i t i e s
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ERC S tr u c tu r e

The European Commission
• P r ov id es  fina ncing  t h r o u g h  t h e  E U  f r a m e w o r k  p r o g r a m m e s
• G ua r a ntees  a utonom y  of th e ERC
• A s s ur es  th e integ r ity  a nd  a ccounta b ility  of th e ERC
• A d op ts  a nnua l w or k  p r og r a m m es  a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  

t h e  S c i e n t i f i c  C o u n c i l

The ER C A g enc y
• Ex ecutes  a nnua l w or k  p r og r a m m e a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  S c i e n t i f i c  C o u n c i l
• I m p lem ents  ca lls  for  p r op os a ls  a n d  p r o v i d e s  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  s u p p o r t  t o  a p p l i c a n t s
• O r g a nis es  p eer  r ev iew  ev a lua tion
• Es ta b lis h es  a nd  m a na g es  g r a nt a g r eem ents
• A d m inis ter s  s cientific a nd  fina ncia l a s p ects  a n d  f o l l o w -u p  o f  g r a n t  a g r e e m e n t s
• Ca r r ies  out com m unica tions  a ctiv ities  a n d  e n s u r e s  i n f o r m a t i o n  d i s s e m i n a t i o n  

t o  E R C  s t a k e h o l d e r s

The S c ient if ic  Counc il
• 2 2  r es ea r ch er s  p r o p o s e d  b y  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  c o m m i t t e e
• A p p ointed  b y  th e Com m is s ion ( 4 y e a r s ,  r e n e w a b l e  o n c e )
• Es ta b lis h es  ov er a ll s cientific s tr a teg y ;  a n n u a l  w o r k  p r o g r a m m e s  

( i n c l .  c a l l s  f o r  p r o p o s a l s ,  e v a l u a t i o n  c r i t e r i a ) ;  p e e r  r e v i e w  m e t h o d o l o g y ;  
s e l e c t i o n  a n d  a c c r e d i t a t i o n  o f  e x p e r t s

• Contr ols  q ua lity  of op er a tions  a nd  m a na g em ent
• Ens ur es  com m unica tion w ith  th e s cientific com m unity
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T h e ERC S c ientific  Counc il  M em bers
(by country of affiliation)

• Prof. Claudio BORDIGNON  (IT – M e dic in e )
• Prof. Nic h olas  CA NNY ,  (IE  – H is t ory )
• Prof. S ie rd A .P.L . CL OE TINGH  (NL  – E art h  S c ie n c e s )
• Prof. M at h ias  DE W A TRIPONT (BE  – E c on om ic s )  
• Prof. Tom as z  DIE TL  (PL  – Ph y s ic s )
• Prof. Dan ie l DOL E V  (IL  – Com p ut e r S c ie n c e s )  
• Prof. Carlos  M . DU A RTE  (E S  – Biolog y )
• Prof. Dan ie l E S TE V E  (F R – Ph y s ic s )
• Prof. Pav e l E X NE R (CZ  – A p p lie d M at h e m at ic s  &  M at h e m at ic al Ph y s ic s ) ,  ERC Vice President
• Prof. H an s -J oac h im  F RE U ND (DE - Ph y s ic s  &  Ph y s ic al Ch e m is t ry )
• Prof. Carl-H e n rik  H E L DIN (S E  – M ole c ular Ce ll Biolog y ) ,  ERC Vice President
• Prof. Tim ot h y  H U NT (U K  - Biolog y )
• Prof. Norb e rt  K ROO (H U  – Ph y s ic s )
• Prof. M aria Te re s a L A GO (PT – A s t rop h y s ic s )
• Prof. H e n rie t t a L . M OORE  (U K  – S oc ial A n t h rop olog y )
• Prof. H e lg a NOW OTNY  (A T – S oc ial S t udie s  of S c ie n c e ) ,  ERC President
• Prof. Ch ris t ian e  NÜS S L E IN-V OL H A RD (DE  – Ge n e t ic s )
• Prof. A lain  PE Y RA U BE  (F R – L in g uis t ic s )  
• Dr. J e n s  ROS TRU P-NIE L S E N (DK  – Ch e m is t ry )
• Prof. M art  S A A RM A  (F I – Biolog y )
• Prof. A n n a TRA M ONTA NO (IT- Bioc h e m is t ry )
• Prof. Is ab e lle  V E RNOS  (E S  – M ole c ular Biolog y )  

S ecreta ry  G enera l :  
Pro f .  D o na l d D ing w el l  
(S in c e  S e p t . 2 0 1 1 )
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F P 7  budget € 5 0 . 5  bil l ion 
E R C  b u d g e t  € 7 . 5  b i l l i o n ;  I n c r e a s e  b y  € 2 5 0  M / y e a r

Co-op e r a t i on  
( 6 5  % )

I d e a s  
( 1 5  % )

P e op l e  
( 9  % )

Ca p a c i t i e s  
( 8  % )J R C n on -

n u c l e a r  ( 3  % )
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• I n d i v i d u a l  t e a m s  i n  E u r o p e
• N a t i o n a l i t y ,  a g e ,  c u r r e n t  p l a c e  o f  w o r k  n o t  r e l e v a n t
• H o s t  o r g a n i s a t i o n  t o  b e  l o c a t e d  i n  E U  M e m b e r  S t a t e  ( M S )  o r  A s s o c i a t e d  C o u n t r y  ( A C )
• H o s t  i n s t i t u t i o n  m a y  b e  p u b l i c  o r  p r i v a t e
• P I ,  t e a m  m e m b e r s ,  e x t e r n a l  t e a m  m e m b e r s

ERC G r an tin g  sc hem es

� 8
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� 1 0

� 8  calls  launch e d  s ince  2 0 0 7 ;  
� about 3 6 . 5 0 0  ap p lications  (3 5 . 0 0 0  e v aluate d  p rop os als )
� ov e r 2 0 . 0 0 0  p rop os als
� 3 , 1  billion total com m itte d  fund ing

� ap p rox .  2 2 5 0  E R C  g rante e s ,  (e ach  g rante e  e m p loying  4 -5  P h . D .  and  
p os t-d ocs )

� too e arly to as s e s s  s cie ntific re s ults ,  but:
- 2 0 1 0  N obe l P riz e  in p h ys ics  to P rof.  N ov os e lov ,  E R C  S tG
- h ig h  s cie ntific re cog nition &  re p utation
- frontie r re s e arch  h as  p ote ntial for bre ak th roug h s  (‚rad ical innov ation’)

What has the ERC ac hiev ed  so  f ar ?
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4 9

4 8

4 2
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0 1 0 2 0 3 0 4 0 5 0 6 0 7 0 8 0 9 0 1 00

A p p r o p r i a t e  g r a n t  s i z e

H i g h  r e p u t a t i o n  /  p r e s t i g e

E n a b l e s  n o v e l  /  i n n o v a t i v e
r e s e a r c h

H e l p s  s i g n i f i c a n t  r e s e a r c h
f i n d i n g s  t o  b e  a c h i e v e d

H i g h  q u a l i t y  p e e r  r e v i e w

E n a b l e s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l
c o l l a b o r a t i o n

L o w  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  /
b u r e a u c r a t i c  b u r d e n

E R C  f u n d i n g
n a t i o n a l  f u n d i n g
b o d i e s

S o u r c e :  E R C  C S A  P r o j e c t  E u r e c i a  2 0 1 1

E v a l u a t i o n  a n d  m o n i t o r i n g  o f  E R C  c a l l s  
A ttrac tiv e features of national  and ERC funding 
P e r c e n t a g e  o f  E R C  g r a n t e e s  a n d  a p p l i c a n t s  

S o u r c e :  E R C  C S A  P r o j e c t  E U R E C I A  2 0 1 1  
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A p p l ic an ts an d  ev al u atio n
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• P ote ntial for re s e arch  ind e p e nd e nce
• E v id e nce  of s cie ntific m aturity
• A t le as t one  p ublication w ith out p articip ation of P h D  

s up e rv is or

P ro m ising  track-reco rd o f earl y  achiev em ents
• s ig nificant p ublications
• inv ite d  p re s e ntations  in confe re nce s
• fund ing ,  p ate nts ,  aw ard s ,  p riz e s

Sp ecific stag e o f research career at tim e o f ap p l icatio n
• s tarte rs  (2 -7  ye ars )
• cons olid ators  (7 -1 2  ye ars )

S tre am ing  – com p arable  
s ucce s s  rate s

T he p r o f il e o f  a S tG  ap p l ic an t

� 1 3
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T he p r o f il e o f  a A d G  ap p l ic an t

A c t iv e researc hers w i t h  a  t r a c k -r e c o r d  o f  s i g n i f i c a n t  r e s e a r c h  
a c h i e v e m e n t s  i n  t h e  l a s t  1 0  y e a r s

• 1 0  p u b l i c a t i o n s  a s  s e n i o r  a u t h o r ;
• 3  m a j o r  r e s e a r c h  m o n o g r a p h s  ( e . g .  f o r  S H ) ;
O t h e r  al t ernat iv e b enc hmark s t h a t  m a y  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  a s
i n d i c a t i v e  o f  a n  e x c e p t i o n a l  r e c o r d  a n d  r e c o g n i t i o n  a r e  e . g :

• g r a n t e d  p a t e n t s ,  i n v i t e d  p r e s e n t a t i o n s ;  
• m e m b e r  i n  s t e e r i n g  c o m m i t t e e s  o f  c o n f e r e n c e s ;
• s c i e n t i f i c  a w a r d s  o r  m e m b e r s h i p  i n  a c a d e m i e s ;

F o r  mat ernit y ,  t h e  t r a c k  r e c o r d  c o n s i d e r e d  c a n  b e  e x t e n d e d  b y  1 8  
m o n t h s  f o r  e a c h  c h i l d  b o r n  b ef ore or d uring  t h e  l a s t  t e n  y e a r s .  F o r  
p a t e r n i t y ,  t h e  t r a c k  r e c o r d  c o n s i d e r e d  c a n  a l s o  b e  e x t e n d e d .
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Eligibility check

S tep  1  ( r em o te)  ev a lu a tio n  o n  
the ba s is  o f  s ectio n  o f  

p r o p o s a l*  by p a n el m em ber s

P r o p o s a ls  
p a s s in g to  s tep  2

I n d iv id u a l a s s es s m en t o f  f u ll 
p r o p o s a ls  by p a n el m em ber s  &  

r ef er ees

A d G  :
2 nd Pa nel  
m eeting

P a n el cha ir s ���� m eetin g 
Cons olid a tion of 3  m a in d om a ins  &   
inter d is cip lina r y / h ig h  r is k  – h ig h  g a in 

p r oj ects  r a nk  lis ts

S u bm is s io n  o f  
f u ll p r o p o s a ls

P r o p o s a ls  
s elected  f o r  f u n d in g

H ow to ensure ex c el l enc e:
Ev al u atio n  an d  sel ec tio n  o f  ERC G r an ts

* Profile of PI, projects extended synopsis

1 s t P a n el m eetin g

S tG :  2 n d  
Pa nel  m eeting ,  
I N T ERVI EW S  o f  

a p p l ica nts

S t ep 1 S t ep 2
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Based on six completed calls 2007 - 2010

� 1 6

ERC panel  m em bers by c ountry of H I  and gender
E R C  S t a r t i n g  a n d  A d v a n c e d  g r a n t  c a l l s  2 0 0 7  - 2 0 1 0

A v e r a g e d  o v e r  t h e  f i r s t  6  c o m p l e t e d  c a l l s  2 5 %  
o f  t h e  E R C  p a n e l  m e m b e r s  w e r e  w o m e n .
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3 .

N ew  in str u m en ts



European Research Council   ERC S y n er g y  
- p il o t f o r  2 0 12

• A t t r a c t i v e ,  l o n g -t e r m  f u n d i n g  - m a x i m u m  g r a n t  o f  
E U R  1 5 M  f o r  a  p e r i o d  o f  u p  t o  s i x  y e a r s . 

• O n l y  1 0  t o  1 5  S y n e r g y  G r a n t s  i n  2 0 1 2  -
c o m p e t i t i o n  l i k e l y  t o  b e  i n t e n s e  w i t h  o n l y  
e x c e p t i o n a l  p r o p o s a l s  f u n d e d . 

• F i r s t  c a l l  2 5  O c to b er  2 0 11 w i t h  d e a d l i n e               
2 5  J an u ar y  2 0 12 . 

• T o t a l  f u n d i n g  o f  f i r s t  c a l l  i s  E U R  1 5 0 M  
( a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 0 %  o f  t h e  2 0 1 2  E R C  c a l l  b u d g e t ) .
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- str o n g  c o m m itm en t r eq u ir ed

• S m a l l  g r o u p s  o f  2  t o  4  P I s .
• P I s  m u s t  b e  s t r o n g l y  c o m m i t t e d  t o  t h e  p r o j e c t  a n d  
h a v e  a  g e n u i n e  c o l l a b o r a t i o n .

• P I s  e x p e c t e d  t o  d e v o t e  a t  l e a s t  3 0 %  o f  t h e i r  
w o r k i n g  t i m e  o n  t h e  p r o j e c t  a n d  5 0 %  i n  a n  E U  
M e m b e r  S t a t e  o r  A s s o c i a t e d  C o u n t r y .

• P I s  e x p e c t e d  t o  s p e n d  s i g n i f i c a n t  p e r i o d s  o f  ‘c o r e  
t i m e ’ t o g e t h e r ,  b u t  g r o u p s  n o t  r e q u i r e d  t o  b e  
p h y s i c a l l y  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  s a m e  p l a c e  t h r o u g h o u t  
t h e  p r o j e c t .
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- b ased  o n  c o r e ERC p r in c ip l es

• E v a l u a t i o n w i l l  b e  o n  t h e  s o l e  c r i t e r i o n  o f  
e x c e l l e n c e .

• P I s  w i t h  e x c e l l e n t  t r a c k  r e c o r d s  o f  i n d e p e n d e n t  
c r e a t i v e  t h i n k i n g ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e i r  c a r e e r  s t a g e .

• ‘B o t t o m -u p ’ - r e s e a r c h  p r i o r i t i e s  a n d  t h e  
c o n f i g u r a t i o n  o f  t h e  g r o u p  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l  i n v e s t i g a t o r s .

• E v a l u a t i o n w i l l  b a s e d  o n  p a n e l s  f o r m e d  a d  h o c  
f r o m  5 0  s e l e c t e d  s c i e n t i s t s



European Research Council   N ew  in str u m en t:  
ERC P r o o f  o f  c o n c ep t

� Eligibility: Holders of an ERC grant with an idea 
su bstantially drawn from  an ERC-fu nded p roj ec t

� A im : S u p p ort to bridge the gap  between researc h 
and the earliest stage of a m ark etable innov ation

� S iz e: u p  to 1 5 0 . 0 0 0  Eu ro p er grant
� O u tc om e: A  " p ac k age"  to be p resented to v entu re 

c ap italists
� S ec ond c all in A u tu m n 2 0 1 1



European Research Council   P o C  F i r s t  d e a d l i n e :  
7 8  p r o p o sal s su b m itted

UK; 16
N L ; 11

E S ; 9

I L ; 7

F I ; 6
F R ; 6

I T ; 6

D E ; 5
CH; 3

B E ; 2

S E ; 2
A T ; 1
CZ ; 1
E L ; 1
I E ; 1
P L ; 1

O t h e r  
12



European Research Council   ERC-2011-PoC proposals by panel

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

LS
1

LS
2

LS
3

LS
4

LS
5

LS
6

LS
7

LS
8

LS
9

PE
1

PE
2

PE
3

PE
4

PE
5

PE
6

PE
7

PE
8

PE
9

PE
10

SH
2

SH
3

SH
5

Panel of the related ERC project

# p
ro
p. S t G

A d G



European Research Council   R e s u l t s :  
D istr ib u tio n  p er  p an el  
(of the related ERC proposal)
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LS1 LS2 LS3 LS4 LS5 LS6 LS7 LS8 LS9 P E 1 P E 2 P E 3 P E 4 P E 5 P E 6 P E 7 P E 8 P E 9 P E 10 SH 1 SH 2 SH 3 SH 4 SH 5 SH 6

Retained F ail ed

Submitted: PE: 42 (58%) LS: 25 (34%) SH: 6 (8%)
R eta in ed:   PE: 20  (67 %) LS: 7  (23%) SH: 3 (1 0 %)
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U K N L I L E S F R I T F I D E B E C H A T E L H U I E C Z P L S E

R e t a i n e d F a i l e d

Resu lts: 
D istribution by c ountry of h ost institution
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4 .
I n ter n atio n al isatio n
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A d v a n c e d  g r a n t

StG:  1289 applications 
( 20 4  w ith  r e sid e nce  ou tsid e  E R A ,  16 % )

A d G: 4 5 8 applications 
( 115  w ith  r e sid e nce  ou tsid e  E R A ,  25 % )

S ubm issions from  researc h ers 
with  a non-ERA  national ity
E R C  c a l l s  2 0 0 7  - 2 0 1 1

I n c r e a s i n g  n u m b e r  o f  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f r o m  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e s e a r c h e r s
B u t :  L i m i t e d  n u m b e r  o f  s u b m i s s i o n s  f r o m  o u t s i d e  E R A



European Research Council   ERC grantees with  a non-ERA  national ity
E R C  S t a r t i n g  a n d  A d v a n c e d  C a l l s  2 0 0 7  – 2 0 1 1

S tG :  1 0 6  g ran tees ( 1 1  rec ru i tm en t from  ou tsi de ERA ,  1 0 . 4 % )
A dG :  3 8  g ran tees ( 6  rec ru i tm en t from  ou tsi de ERA ,  1 6 % )
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European Research Council   ERC grantees wh o m ov ed to Europe 
E R C  S t a r t i n g  a n d  A d v a n c e d  C a l l s  2 0 0 7  – 2 0 1 1
Note: R es ea r c h er s  w i th  a  r es i d en c e ou ts i d e E R A  a t th e ti m e of  s u b m i s s i on

Country of residence I nterna tiona l  g ra ntees E R A  n a tiona l s T ota l
A rg entinia 1 0 1
A ustra l ia 1 2 3
B ra z il 1 0 1
Ca na da 0 1 1
J a p a n 1 1 2
K orea 0 1 1
U S A 13 4 9 6 2
T ota l 17 5 4 7 1

• F e w  s u c c e s s f u l  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f r o m  o u t s i d e  E R A
• M a i n l y  f r o m  r e s e a r c h e r s  w i t h  a  r e s i d e n c e  i n  t h e  U S
• E R A  r e s e a r c h e r s  r e t u r n i n g  f r o m  t h e  U S  
• E R C  I n t e r n a t i o n a l i s a t i o n  S t r a t e g y  i n  p r e p a r a t i o n



European Research Council   O bj ec tiv es of th e 
ERC I nternational isation S trategy

• I n c r e a s e  t h e  c u r r e n t  n u m b e r  o f  E R C  g r a n t e e s  f r o m  o u t s i d e  E R A  
u p  t o  10% of a specific call .  

• E n cou r ag e E u r ope-b ased  r esear ch er s w i t h  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o l l a b o r a t i o n s  
t o  a t t r a c t  h i g h -q u a l i t y  i n d i v i d u a l  s c i e n t i s t s  t o  c o m e  a n d  s t a r t  r e s e a r c h  i n  
E u r o p e  i n  t h e i r  l a b .

• E n c o u r a g e  t h e  r e c r u i t m e n t  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e s e a r c h  s t a f f  w o r k i n g  i n  
E R C  p r o j e c t s  a s  t eam  m em b er s i n  t h e  E R A .  

• I n c r e a s e  t h e  s h a r e  o f  pan el m em b er s f r o m  o u t s i d e  E R A .  
• S u p p o r t  p o t e n t i a l  h o s t  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  s t r i v i n g  f o r  q u alit y a n d  a d o p t i n g  n ew  

set t in g s w i t h  e m p h a s i s  o n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s c h o l a r s  ( e . g .  n e w  c a r e e r  p o s s i b i l i t i e s ,  
w e l c o m e  c e n t r e ) .

• S u p p o r t  s o m e  l i g h t  m e c h a n i s m s  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  m at ch in g b e t w e e n  p o t e n t i a l  
a p p l i c a n t s  f r o m  o u t s i d e  E R A  a n d  H I � s .  

• I m p r o v e  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  v isib ilit y o f  t h e  E R C .
• E v alu at e t h e  E R C  i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s a t i o n  s t r a t e g y  o n  a  r e g u l a r  b a s i s .



European Research Council   

5 .
G en d er



European Research Council   ERC S tar tin g  G r an ts
Every 3rd a p p l i c a n t  a n d  every 4 t h g ra n t ee i s  a  w o m a n
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 ERC Starting grants: Share of men and women applicants* and  grantees by domain
Source (evaluated/selected Oct 2011) : StG 2007 (8788/299), StG 2009 (2 392/245), StG 2010 (2767/436), StG 2011 (4005/480)
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S h are wom en S tarting G rant appl ic ants v s.  wom en 
ac adem ic  staff in G rade B ,  by c ountry of h ost inst

Grade B: " Researchers working in positions not as senior as top positions ( A ) b u t m ore senior than newl y  q u al if ied P hD  hol ders"(She Figures 2009)
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Men Grade B (%) 6 8 % 5 1 % 6 3 % 6 2 % 6 6 % 6 6 % 7 0 % 5 8 % 6 6 % 5 1 % 6 0 % 5 3 % 6 4 % 8 2 % 6 6 % 6 3 % 5 5 % 6 1 % 6 5 % 7 5 % 7 8 % 8 0 % 6 8 % 7 5 % 7 2 % 7 7 % 6 9 % 8 2 % 7 6 % 8 1 % 7 1 % 6 8 % 5 8 % 6 4 %
W o m en Grade B (%) 3 2 % 4 9 % 3 7 % 3 8 % 3 4 % 3 4 % 3 0 % 4 2 % 3 4 % 4 9 % 4 0 % 4 7 % 3 6 % 1 8 % 3 4 % 3 7 % 4 5 % 3 9 % 3 5 % 2 5 % 2 2 % 2 0 % 3 2 % 2 5 % 2 8 % 2 3 % 3 1 % 1 8 % 2 4 % 1 9 % 2 9 % 3 2 % 4 2 % 3 6 %
W o m en S t G (%) 4 7 % 4 5 % 4 1 % 4 1 % 3 8 % 3 8 % 3 5 % 3 3 % 3 3 % 3 1 % 3 1 % 3 1 % 3 0 % 2 9 % 2 9 % 2 9 % 2 9 % 2 8 % 2 7 % 2 7 % 2 5 % 2 5 % 2 5 % 2 5 % 2 5 % 2 4 % 2 3 % 2 3 % 2 2 % 2 0 % 1 8 % 1 5 % 1 1 % 3 9 % 2 9 %

I S R O E E BG I T P T S I L T N O F I I E S E E S N L T R U K H R F R S K D K I L C Y MT BE P L E L C Z D E C H A T L U H U L V o t h e
r

T o t a
l

Shares of 
w om e n  St G  
ap p l i c an t s b y  
c ou n t r y  of H I ,  v s 
c orresp on d i n g  
shares of m e n  
an d  w om e n  
ac ad e m i c  s t aff i n  
G rad e B  
p os i t i on s .

E R C  sou r c e :  
ev alu at ed 
p ro p o s als  
S t G 2 0 0 7  (8 7 8 8 ) ,  
S t G 2 0 0 9  (2 3 9 2 ) ,  
S t G 2 0 1 0  (2 7 6 7 ) ,  
S t G 2 0 1 1  (4 0 1 0 )

G rad e B  sou r c e :
S h e F i g u res  2 0 0 9  
annex  3 . 1

E R C  S t ar t in g  g r an t  calls:  E v er y  3 r d  applican t  an d  ev er y  4 t h  g r an t ee is a w om an
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Analyse relation between 
ERC grants and  g end er 
stru c tu res in re se arc h  

c are e rs

M onitor 
su b m i ssi o n rate s
of  wom en and  m en.

T h e E R C  g end er eq u ality p lan c ov ers all p h ases of  th e 
E R C  ( awareness, su bm ission, ev alu ation, ev alu ation, 
g ranting , alu m ni) , based  on ge nd e r m ai nstre am i ng
w i th  f o c u s k e p t o n e x c e l l e nc e .

H ig h lig h t
wom en g rantees
as ro l e  m o d e l s f or
p otential E R C
ap p lic ants.

E nsu re 
ERC e v al u ati o n c ri te ri a
enc om p ass th e situ ation of  
both  wom en and  m en in 

researc h

L ook  at 
su c c e ss rate s of  and  
grante d  am o u nts to 
wom en and  m en.

Ac h iev e a better
ge nd e r b al anc e in eac h  
E R C  ev alu ation p anel as
c om p ared  to th at p anel' s 

relev ant sc ientif ic  
c om m u nities.

H ig h lig h t g ood  p rac tic e 
h ost institu tions reg ard ing  
c ov erag e of  f am i l y  re l ate d  
c o sts ( e. g .  c h ild  c are, 

m ov ing  with  a f am ily etc ) .  

Awareness S u b m i ssi o n E v al u at i o n G rant i ng Al u m ni

E R C  S c i ent i f i c  C o u nc i l  g end er eq u al i t y  p l an

ERC S c ientific  Counc il
G ender eq ual ity pl an 2 0 0 7  – 2 0 1 3
– e x a m p l e  o f  s t e p s  t o  b e  t a k e n

M ak e targe te d  v i si ts to 
sc ientif ic  m eeting s and  
work sh op s ad d ressing  
g end er top ic s, to inf orm  
abou t op en E R C  c alls.  

T ak e an ac tiv e role in th e 
ge nd e r d e b ate , g end er 
eq u ality network s and  

work sh op s.  
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� 36

U nfinish ed suc c ess story:  
Wh at rem ains to be done?

� I n c r e a s e  E R C  g r a n t  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f r o m  o u t s i d e  E u r o p e :  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  s t r a t e g y  t o  m a k e  E u r o p e  a t t r a c t i v e  f o r  f r o n t i e r  
r e s e a r c h

� I n c r e a s e  s u c c e s s f u l  a p p l i c a t i o n s  b y  w o m e n  s c i e n t i s t s ,  w i t h o u t  
c o m p r o m i s i n g  o n  e x c e l l e n c e

� I n c r e a s i n g  s u c c e s s f u l  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f r o m  u n d e r -p e r f o r m i n g  M e m b e r  
S t a t e s / r e g i o n s  ( 5 0  %  g r a n t s  g o  t o  4 0  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  ’e x c e l l e n c e  a t t r a c t s  
e x c e l l e n c e ’) ; i n c r e a s e  q u a l i t y  o f  r e s e a r c h  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e s ,  c o m b i n e d  
w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l  c o m p e t i t i v e  g r a n t s  u n d e r  C o h e s i o n  p o l i c y

� I n c r e a s e  a w a r e n e s s  i n  i n d u s t r y  f o r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  o f  E R C  f u n d i n g  
� H o r i z o n  2 0 2 0 :  E R C E A  i s  w e l l  p r e p a r e d  t o  m a n a g e  l a r g e r  b u d g e t  w i t h  

l o w  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c o s t  


