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Content of the presentation

I  w o u ld  h i g h li g h t  f o u r  i ssu e s:

� W h at  i s t h e  ERC an d  w h at  d o e s i t  ad d ?

� Co n so li d at i o n  an d  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  sc h e m e s

� T h e  ERC t o w ar d s t h e  8 th F r am e w o r k  P r o g r am m e

� I n st i t u t i o n al d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  t h e  ERC
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What is the ERC and 
w hat do es it add?
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E R C  i s a new  t y p e of fundi ng  b ody  i n E urop e t o 
sup p ort  ex c el l enc e i n fut ure researc h  op en,  
i ndi v i dual -t eam  desi g ned c om p et i t i on

• A  S c i e n t i f i c  C o u n c i l  w i t h  2 2  m e m b e r s
• S u p p o r t  b y  t h e  E R C  E x e c u t i v e  A g e n c y  
• A  s i g n i f i c a n t  b u d g e t  ( 1 . 1  b i l l i o n  €/ y e a r )
• E x c e l l e n c e  i s  t h e  o n l y  v a l i d  c r i t e r i o n

• S u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  s c i e n t i s t  – n o  n e t w o r k s !
• I n t e r n a t i o n a l  p e e r -r e v i e w
• N o  p r e d e t e r m i n e d  s u b j e c t s  ( b o t t o m -u p )
• S u p p o r t  o f  f r o n t i e r  r e s e a r c h  i n  a l l  f i e l d s  o f  s c i e n c e  a n d  
h u m a n i t i e s
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W hat is the E R C?
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� A  rad i cal s h i f t i n p o li cy:  p an-Eu ro p ean co m p eti ti o n 
to  ad v ance ex cellent i d eas o f  i nd i v i d u als

� Su p p o rt f o r ex cellent i nd i v i d u al res earch ers  to  p u s h  
th e f ro nti ers  o f  s ci ence

� Su p p o rt f o r th e early i nd ep end ence o f  yo u ng  
res earch ers  

� I nd u s try p arti ci p ati o n i s  w elco m e

T he E R C parad ig m



European Research Council   E R C offers a new  partnership 
in E u rope

• F ro m  i nd i v i d u al to  i ns ti tu ti o nal ex cellence:  co m m i tted  to  
s ci enti f i c  ex cellence w h i le h elp i ng  d ynam i c i ns ti tu ti o ns  th at 
s u cces s f u lly attract h i g h -lev el res earch ers  

• Rai s i ng  s tand ard s  th ro u g h o u t Eu ro p e:  ERC acts  as  a 
catalys t f o r ref o rm s  i n res earch  f u nd i ng  p o li ci es  i n Eu ro p e



European Research Council   N o d istinc tion m ad e b etw een 
b asic  researc h and  b asic  tec hnol og y

• “F r o n t i e r  r e s e a r c h ” r e s p o n d s  t o  t h e  
b l u r r i n g  b o u n d a r i e s  b e t w e e n  b a s i c  
a n d  a p p l i e d  r e s e a r c h

• “F r o n t i e r  t e c h n o l o g y ” e m e r g e s  o f t e n  
i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  b a s i c  r e s e a r c h  

• I f  p i c k e d  u p ,  f r o n t i e r  t e c h n o l o g i e s  
t r a v e l  w e l l :   a c r o s s  r e s e a r c h  f i e l d s  
a n d  o u t  o f  t h e  l a b
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� “S t ar t i n g  G r an t ”:  S u p p o r t  y o u n g ( * )  r e se ar c h e r s     (*) 2-1 0  y r s  p o s t -P h D
� “A d v an c e d  G r an t ”:  S u p p o r t  le ad i n g ( * )  sc i e n t i st s       (*) i n  p a s t  1 0  y r s
� P r o m o t e  e x c e lle n c e  i r r e sp e c t i v e  o f  n at i o n ali t y ,  ag e ,  o r  f i e ld
� T r u st  t h e  d y n am i c  o f  sc i e n c e  

� T h e  ERC f u n d s t h e  i n d i v i d u al P I  ( an d  h i s/ h e r  i n d i v i d u al t e am )
� G r an t s ar e  p o r t ab le

� En c o u r ag e  i n t e r d i sc i p li n ar i t y  b y  m ai n st r e am i n g  i n t e r d i sc i p li n ar y
p r o j e c t s

T he E R C k eeps its strateg y  
sim pl e,  fl ex ib l e and  foc u sed !
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� F r o n t i e r  r e se ar c h  b ase d  so le ly  o n  sc i e n t i f i c  e x c e lle n c e
� O p e n  c o m p e t i t i o n  o f  o u t st an d i n g  i n d i v i d u als o f  all 

n at i o n ali t i e s an d  ag e s w i lli n g  t o  m o v e ,  st ay an d  d o  r e se ar c h
i n  Eu r o p e

( * )   minimu m 5 0 %  time in E u rop e,  3 0 %  time on p roj ec t
E u rop e =  3 9  c ou ntries of E u rop ean R esearc h A rea ( E R A )

� G e n e r o u s f u n d i n g  f o r  am b i t i o u s p r o j e c t s 
( u p  t o  €2 m i l /  €3 . 5  m i l)

� N o  q u o t as p e r  c o u n t r y / r e g i o n ,  g e n d e r ,  e t c .
� A ll f i e ld s su p p o r t e d :  3  D o m ai n s 

(L i f e  S c i e n c e s ,  P h y s i c a l  S c i e n c e s  &  E n g i n e e r i n g ,  S o c i a l  S c i e n c e s &  E n g i n e e r i n g )

T he E R C parad ig m

r e s e a r c h e r

p rop osal
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Co nso l idatio n and dev el o p m ent 
o f  the c u r r ent sc hem es
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│ 1 4

ER C  St art i n g &  Ad v an c ed  gran t  c al l s  
2 0 0 7,  2 0 0 8  &  2 0 0 9
S u b m i t t e d  p r o p o sals b y  d o m ai n

Number of proposals
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Life Sciences
P h y sica l  Sciences &  E ng ineer ing
So cia l  Sciences &  H u m a nit ies

E R C  2 0 1 0

9 1 6 7

2 1 6 72 5 0 3 2 8 7 3

1 5 8 4

- 73 %

+  1 5  %

- 2 7 % ?



European Research Council   ER C  St art i n g &  Ad v an c ed  gran t  c al l s  
2 0 0 7 - 2 0 1 0
S ub m i t t ed p rop osal s from  researc h ers w i t h  
nat i onal i t y  from  a T h i rd c ount ry
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 ERC 2009: StG-07-299/StG-09-242

ER C  St G  2 0 0 7 an d  St G  2 0 0 9
S h are of sel ec t ed p rop osal s 
b y  c ount ry  of h ost  i nst i t ut i on

20 0 7 :  3 1  S t G  g r a n t s
20 0 9 :  28  S t G  g r a n t s



European Research Council   ER C  St G  2 0 0 7 &  ER C  St G  2 0 0 9  
S uc c ess rat e b y  c ount ry  of h ost  i nst i t ut i on
( i . e .  r at i o  su b m i t t e d  – se le c t e d  p r o p o sals)
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So urce:  A l l  s u b m i t t e d  p r o p o s a l s  ( 9 1 6 7 )  a n d  2 9 9  s e l e c t e d  p r o j e c t s
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European Research Council   ER C  Ad G  2 0 0 8  an d  Ad G  2 0 0 9
S h are of sel ec t ed p rop osal s b y  
c ount ry  of h ost  i nst i t ut i on
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 ERC 2009: AdG-08-282/AdG-09-236

20 0 7 :  27  S t G  g r a n t s
20 0 9 :  3 1  S t G  g r a n t s



European Research Council   ER C  Ad G  2 0 0 8  &  ER C  Ad G  2 0 0 9  
S uc c ess rat e b y  c ount ry  of h ost  i nst i t ut i on
( i . e .  r at i o  su b m i t t e d  – se le c t e d  p r o p o sals)
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S o u r c e :  A ll submit ted  proposals (2167) and 282  selected  pro jects
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N u m b e r  o f  p r o j e c t s v s.  R&D intensity
242 StG 09 proposals

Proposals per 
b i lli on  G D P on  R & D *
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Source: Eurostat , Reference year 2007, or latest  year available, M issing data: IL 
*  T otal int ram ural R& D  ex p enditure ( G ERD )  in billion Euro E R C  2 0 1 0 :  S t G - 0 9 - 2 4 2
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N u m b e r  o f  p r o j e c t s v s.  r e se ar c h e r s p o p u lat i o n
242 StG 09 proposals

Grants per 1000 
researc h ers ( F T E )
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Source: Eurostat, Reference year 2006/2007, or latest year available, M issing data: IL ;   
F T E ( F ull- tim e eq uivalent)  co rresp onds to  one year' s w o rk  by one p erson ERC 2010: StG-09-242



European Research Council   E R C  Sta r ti n g  &  A d v a n c e d  g r a n t c a l l s  
2007  - 201 0
S h ar e  o f  su b m i t t e d  an d  se le c t e d  p r o p o sals 
o f  G e r m an  h o st  i n st i t u t i o n s b y  d o m ai n
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L i f e  S c i e n c e s P h y s i c a l  S c i e n c e s  &  E n g i n e e r i n g S o c i a l  S c i e n c e s  &  H u m a n i t i e s

Submitted Sel ec ted

LS P E SH Average
StG 07 2 , 2 % 3 , 2 % 4 , 4 % 3 , 3 %
StG 09 1 5 , 2 % 6 , 7% 1 3 , 3 % 1 2 , 7%
A d G 08 2 3 , 2 % 1 0, 1 % 1 4 , 7% 9 , 5 %
A d G 09 2 6 , 1 % 2 0, 3 % 1 5 , 4 % 1 4 , 6 %

Su c c e s s  r a te s

ongoing



European Research Council   E R C  Sta r ti n g  &  A d v a n c e d  g r a n t c a l l s  
2007  - 201 0
S h ar e  o f  su b m i t t e d  an d  se le c t e d  p r o p o sals 
o f  G e r m an  n at i o n als an d  G e r m an  h o st  i n st i t u t i o n s
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D E  n a ti o n a l s 3 , 6 % 1 1 , 6 % 1 8 , 5 % 2 0 , 1 %
D E  h o s ts 3 , 0% 1 0, 9 % 1 5 , 1 % 2 1 , 2 %
Average success 3 , 3 % 9 , 7% 1 3 , 0 % 1 5 , 0%

Su c c e s s  r a te s
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Advanced grant call 2008

StG 2007 ,  2009 &  
A d G 2008 ,  2009 

H o st  i n st i t u t i o n s
f o r  S t G  an d  A d G
i n  G e r m an y

S tarti ng grant 2009

Source: 299 StG 2007; 282 AdG 2008; 242 StG 2009; 236 AdG 2009

S tarti ng grant call 2007

Advanced grant call 2009
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ER C  St art i n g &  Ad v an c ed  gran t  c al l s  
2 0 0 7 - 2 0 1 0  
Nationality and host country
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│ 2 6

ER C  St G  2 0 0 7 &  ER C  St G  2 0 0 9  
S e le cte d p roj e cts:  R e p atriation and R e cruitm e nt

Starting Grant 2007

A rge ntina J ap an A u s tral ia

Starting Grant 2009



European Research Council   ER C  St art i n g &  Ad v an c ed  gran t  c al l s  
2 0 0 7 - 2 0 1 0  
C om p arison of  the  T O P  E urop e an institutions

no. grants ERC StG 2007
1 7 C N R S
9 M ax - P l anc k - S o c i e ty
8 U ni v e rsi ty  o f  C am b ri d ge
7 T e c h n i o n  I s r a e l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  T e c h n o l o g y
6 I m p e ri al  C ol l e ge  L ond on
6 H e b re w  U ni v  J e ru sal e m
6 C onsi gl i o N az i onal e  d e l l e  R i c e rc h e
5 W e i z m ann I nsti tu te  of  S c i e n c e
5 U ni v  O x f ord
5 U ni v e rsi ty  C ol l e ge  L ond on
5 F r e e  U n i v  A m s t e r d a m
4 C o n s e j o  S u p e r i o r  d e  I n v e s t i g a c i o n e s  C i e n t i f i c a s
4 U n i v  L e u v e n
4 U n i v  H e i d e l b e r g
4 I N  N a t i o n a l  d e  l a  S a n t é  e t  d e  l a  R e c h e r c h e  M é d i c a l e
3 R o y a l  N e t h e r l a n d s  A c a d e m y  o f  A r t s  a n d  S c i e n c e s
3 U n i v  T e l  A v i v  
3 U n i v  S t o c k h o l m
3 U n i v  A m s t e r d a m
3 U n i v  A a r h u s
3 U n i v  L e i d e n
3 M e d i c a l  R e s e a r c h  C o u n c i l
3 F u n d a c i ó  P r i v a d a  C e n t r e  d e  R e g u l a c i ó  G e n ò m i c a
3 S p a n i s h  N a t i o n a l  C a n c e r  C e n t r e  

no. grants ERC AdG 2008
1 1 E P F  L au sanne
1 0 C e ntre  N ati onal  d e  R e c h e rc h e  S c i e nti f i q u e
8 W e i z m ann I nsti tu te  of  S c i e n c e
7 U ni v  of  O x f ord
7 I m p e ri al  C ol l e ge  L ond on
6 E T H  Z ü r i c h
5 U n i v  o f  E d i n b u r g h
5 U ni v  of  C am b ri d ge
5 U n i v  H e l s i n k i
4 U n i v  G e n è v e
4 U ni v e rsi ty  C ol l e ge  L ond on
3 H e l s i n k i  U n i v  o f  T e c h n o l o g y
3 U n i v  o f  T e l  A v i v
3 U n i v  o f  N i j m w e g e n
3 M ax - P l anc k - S o c i e ty
3 I N  d e  R e c h e r c h e  e n  I n f o r m a t i q u e  e t  e n  A u t o m a t i q u e
3 E c o l e  d e s  h a u t e s  é t u d e s  e n  s c i e n c e s  s o c i a l e s
3 C o m m i s s a r i a t  à  l ´ é n e r g i e  a t o m i q u e
3 H e b re w  U ni v  of  J e ru sal e m
3 U n i v  o f  U t r e c h t
3 P o l i t e c n i c o  d i  M i l a n o
3 U n i v  o f  L u n d  
3 K a r o l i n s k a  I n s t i t u t e t

no. grants ERC StG 2009
7 C N R S
7 E P F  L au sanne
7 M ax - P l anc k - S o c i e ty
6 U n i v  L e u v e n
6 U ni v  of  O x f ord
5 H e b re w  U ni v  J e ru sal e m
5 U n i  G e n t
4 U ni v  of  C am b ri d ge
4 U ni v e rsi ty  C ol l e ge  L ond on
4 U n i  B r i s t o l
3 C o m m i s s a r i a t  à  l ´ é n e r g i e  a t o m i q u e
3 E T H  Z ü r i c h
3 I m p e ri al  C ol l e ge  L ond on
3 I N  N a t i o n a l  d e  l a  S a n t é  e t  d e  l a  R e c h e r c h e  M é d i c a l e
3 U n i  M u n i c h
3 H e l s i n k i  U n i v  o f  T e c h n o l o g y
3 U n i v  o f  U t r e c h t
3 W e i z m ann I nsti tu te  of  S c i e nc e

no. grants ERC AdG 2009
9 C e ntre  N ati onal  d e  R e c h e r c h e  S c i e nti f i q u e
9 E T H  Z ü r i c h
9 U ni v  o f  C am b ri d ge
7 U ni v e rsi ty  C ol l e g e  L ond on
7 M ax - P l anc k - S oc i e ty
6 U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Z ü r i c h
5 U ni v  o f  O x f ord
5 H e b re w  U ni v  o f  J e ru sal e m
5 U n i  B r i s t o l
4 E P F  L au sanne
4 W e i z m ann I nsti tu te  of  S c i e nc e
4 I m p e r i al  C ol l e g e  L ond on
4 I N  N a t i o n a l  d e  l a  S a n t é  e t  d e  l a  R e c h e r c h e  M é d i c a l e
4 U n i  M u n i c h
3 U n i v  o f  E d i n b u r g h
3 U n i v  G e n è v e
3 U n i v  A m s t e r d a m
3 U n i v  B e r g e n
3 U n i v  U p p s a l a
3 C a n c e r  R e s e a r c h  U K



European Research Council   ER C  St art i n g &  Ad v an c ed  gran t  c al l s  
2 0 0 7 - 2 0 1 0  
G e rm an host institution

Institution S tG  2 0 0 7 A d g  2 0 0 8 A d G  2 0 0 9 S tG  2 0 0 9 T ot a l
Max Planck Gesellschaft 9 3 7 5 24
U ni v er si tä t Mü nchen 1 2 4 3 10
U ni v er si taet F r ankfu r t am  Mai n 2 2 1 1 6
University of Heidelberg 4 2 6
T ec h nisc h e Universita et M u enc h en 1 2 1 4
F reie Universitä t B erlin 1 1 2 4
University of T u ebingen 2 2 4
University of Ha m bu rg 1 2 3
C h a rite -  Universitä tsm ediz in B erlin 2 2
D eu tsc h es K rebsforsc h u ngsz entru m 1 1 2
F orsc h u ngsverbu nd B erlin e. V . 1 1 2
Hu m boldt- Universitä t z u  B erlin 1 1 2
Universitä t W ü rz bu rg 1 1 2
Universita et B onn 1 1 2
T ec h nisc h e Universitä t B erlin 2 2
Universitä t Ha m bu rg 1 1 2
Universitä t M ü nster 1 1 2
HG F  -  UF Z 1 1 2
Universita et B rem en 1 1 2
Unik linik u m  A a c h en 1 1 2
Unik linik u m  B onn 1 1 2
Universitä t A u gsbu rg 1 1 2
Universitä t K onsta nz 1 1 2
E M B L 1 1
F Z  J ü lic h 1 1

Institution S tG  2 0 0 7 A d g  2 0 0 8 A d G  2 0 0 9 S tG  2 0 0 9 T ot a l
Universität Erlangen-Nürnberg 1 1
Universität J ena 1 1
Universität D üsseld o rf 1 1
H G F  M ünc h en 1 1
H G F  - A lf red  W egener 1 1
M ax  D elbrüc k  Z entru m 1 1
M ed iz inisc h e H o c h sc h u le H anno ver 1 1
S aarland  University 1 1
T ec h nisc h e Universitaet D arm stad t 1 1
Universität H o h enh eim 1 1
Universität K arlsru h e 1 1
Universitaet R egensbu rg 1 1
Universität S iegen 1 1
Unik linik u m  H eid elberg 1 1
Universität B ay reu th 1 1
Universität D u isbu rg-Essen 1 1
Universität Ulm 1 1
Unik linik u m  F reibu rg 1 1
Universität K ö ln 1 1
Unik linik u m  G ö ttingen 1 1
G esellsc h af t z u r F ö r d eru ng d er
 anal y tisc h en W issensc h af ten 1 1
Universität G iessen 1 1
Universität B o c h u m 1 1
Z entralinstitu t f .  S eelisc h e 
G esu nd h eit 1 1

StG 2007 A d g  2008 A d G 2009 StG 2009 T o t a l
Gr a n d  T o ta l 3 1 27 3 1 28 1 1 7
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Attracting applicants 
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The ERC towards the 
8 th F ram ework  P rog ram m e



European Research Council   

C u rre nt to  d o  list!

� To increase the participation by women & new Member 
S tates national s withou t compromising  on ex cel l ence

� To mak e E u rope more attractiv e f or researchers f rom 
ov erseas 

� To increase awareness in ind u stry f or opportu nities of  
E R C  f u nd ing  

� To emphasiz e real  “starters” ( 2 -6  years post P hD )  
throu g h an increase in the S tG  bu d g et



European Research Council   

C o m ing ch alle nge s

• E R C  b u d g e t  i n  F P  8
• E R C  a s  a  p e r m a n e n t  i n s t i t u t i o n
• C l o s e r  l i n k s  t o  U n i v e r s i t i e s

� D ev el opment of  an partnership with hosts,  e. g .  j oint 
d iscu ssions ( proced u res and  su bstance)

• N e w  s c h e m e s
• L i n k  t o  M a r i e  C u r i e ?



European Research Council   

O u tlo o k  o n th e  F u tu re :  F o o d  f o r th o u gh t!

• W h at ab o u t f u nd ing also  th e  m id -te rm  re se arch  
care e rs?

• T w inning grants f o r E u ro pe an and  no n-
E u ro pe an co -inv e stigato rs and  th e ir te am s

• Ad v ance d  S tu d ie s I nstitu te s/  G rad u ate  S ch o o ls 
– th e  b re e d ing z o ne s o f  ne w  id e as?
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I n sti tu ti on al  dev el op m en t 
of  the ERC
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Jack Metthey
ERC Executive Agency 
D ir ecto r  ad interim

│ 3 5│ 3 5

T h e  E R C  B o ard
L ink ing strate gy  and  o pe ratio ns 
Prof. Fotis Kafatos
ERC President 

Prof. Helga Nowotny
D r. D ani el E s tev e
ERC V ice-P r es id ents

Prof. A nd reu  M as -C olell
ERC Secretary-G en eral
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T h e  E R C  is a le arning o rganisatio n!

ERC
S cientif ic 
Co uncil

ERC 
Executive 
AgencySe
c-
G
en

Director

E x tern a l
rev iew
J u l y  2 3 rd

2 0 0 9

E R C  S cC  
res p on s e 
A u g  2 5 t h

2 0 0 9

C om m
res p on s e
O ct 2 0 t h

2 0 0 9

ERC

Sc
ie
nt
ific

 C
ou
nc
il D ir ecto r

today f u tu r e
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O ngo ing m o v e s!

• T w o  s t a n d i n g  C o m m i t t e e s  o f  t h e  S c C
� C onf l ict of  I nterest +  E thical  I ssu es
� P anel s

• A p p o i n t m e n t  o f  E x p e r t  E v a l u a t o r s
• M i n u t e s  o f  S c i e n t i f i c  C o u n c i l  m e e t i n g s
• F u r t h e r  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  i n s t r u m e n t s
• S i m p l i f i c a t i o n  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p r o c e d u r e s



European Research Council   

T h e  po sitio n o f  th e  d ire cto r !

� D ir ecto r  D es igna te o f  th e ERCEA
• M er ge o f  s cientif ic a nd  m a na ger ia l  ta s k s
• P ub l ica tio n o f  a  va ca ncy f o r  a  P r incip a l  Ad vis er  f unctio n ( G r a d e AD 1 4 )
• O f f icia l  J o ur na l  C 2 9 5  A o f  0 4 / 1 2 / 2 0 0 9
• Cl o s ing d a te:  5  M arc h  2 0 1 0 .
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│ 3 9

S e e  y o u  in 2 0 2 0 !

… … to l ook  back  and  see that:
• the bottom-u p f rontier research f u nd ed  by the E R C  wil l  
hav e pl ayed  a cru cial  rol e in new d iscov eries with l arg e 
social ,  env ironmental  and  economic impact

• a satisf actory proportion of  worl d wid e technol og ical  
ad v ances wil l  hav e happened  in E u rope


