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T h e p ro c ess o f  i n ten si f y i n g  tran sn ati o n al ,  reg i o n al  c o o p erati o n  i n  th e q u al i ty  assu ran c e o f  

d eg ree p ro g ram m es i s b ec o m i n g  ev er m o re i m p o rtan t. G i v en  th e i n tern ati o n al i sati o n  th at 

i s taki n g  p l ac e i n  th e f i el d  o f  h i g h er ed u c ati o n  an d  i n  th e g l o b al i sati o n  o f  l ab o u r m arkets,  

th i s d ev el o p m en t c an n o t o n l y  b e seen  i n  E u ro p e,  b u t al so  i n  th e em erg i n g  ec o n o m i es,  i n  

c o u n tri es i n  tran si ti o n  an d  i n  d ev el o p i n g  c o u n tri es. A n  i n tern ati o n al  c o n f eren c e o rg an i sed  

b y  th e G erm an  R ec to rs'  C o n f eren c e ( H o c h sc h u l rekto ren ko n f eren z  – H R K )  an d  th e G erm an  

A c ad em i c  E x c h an g e S erv i c e ( D eu tsc h er A kad em i sc h er A u stau sc h  D i en st)  i n  B o n n  f ro m  1 8  

to  2 0  J u n e 2 0 0 7  w i l l  ad d ress th e g en eral  f ram ew o rks f o r an d  p rac ti c al  i m p l em en tati o n  o f  

reg i o n al  q u al i ty  assu ran c e n etw o rks i n  th e h i g h er ed u c ati o n  sec to r. T h e c o n f eren c e w i l l  

en ab l e u n i v ersi ty  rec to rs an d  p resi d en ts as w el l  as rep resen tati v es o f  i n tern ati o n al  h i g h er 

ed u c ati o n  o rg an i sati o n s,  th e W o rl d  B an k,  th e F ed eral  M i n i stry  f o r E c o n o m i c  C o o p erati o n  

an d  D ev el o p m en t ( B M Z )  th at i s f i n an c i n g  th e c o n f eren c e,  p l u s stu d en ts an d  rep resen ta-

ti v es o f  c o m p an i es an d  trad e u n i o n s to  d i sc u ss rel ev an t q u esti o n s an d  to p i c s. 

 

Transnational networks of cooperation in q u ality  assu rance h av e form ed in m any  reg ions of th e 

world in recent y ears.  B y  estab lish ing  reg ional q u ality  standards, th e conference aim s to ach iev e a 

com m on definition of th e q u ality  of deg ree prog ram m es th at is of central im portance to th e recog -

nition of academ ic deg rees and to th e m ob ility  of stu dents, academ ics and research ers, and u niv er-

sity  g radu ates with in reg ional h ig h er edu cation areas and em ploy m ent m arkets.  W ith  th is b ack-

g rou nd in m ind, th e G erm an R ectors'  C onference and th e G erm an A cadem ic E x ch ang e S erv ice are 

org anising  th e conference on " E nh ancing  Q u ality  A cross B orders – R eg ional C ooperation in Q u ality  

A ssu rance in H ig h er E du cation"  in B onn from  1 8  to 2 0  J u ne 2 0 0 7 .  Th e conference is b eing  h eld 

with in th e scope of th e j oint h ig h er edu cation m anag em ent prog ram m e " D ialog u e on I nnov ativ e 

H ig h er E du cation S trateg ies ( D I E S ) " .  I t will offer som e 1 0 0  h ig h er edu cation ex perts from  v ariou s 

cou ntries a foru m  at wh ich  th ey  can discu ss different m odels of reg ional cooperation in q u ality  as-

su rance.   

Th e conference aim s to enab le participants to ex ch ang e ideas and v iews on th e processes taking  

place in th e v ariou s reg ions and on th eir continu ing  dev elopm ent and enh ancem ent, to define th e 

institu tional and political fram eworks needed for su ccessfu l reg ional networking  in q u ality  assu rance, 

and, in addition, to find and identify  approach es for increasing  and consolidating  cooperation b e-

tween th e reg ions.  A t th e end of th e conference, th e org anisers plan to adopt a j oint statem ent b y  

th e participants th at is m eant to address q u ality  assu rance play ers in th e h ig h er edu cation sector, 

th e u niv ersities th em selv es, th e m inistries and reg ional coordination b odies, as well as international 

sponsors and donors.  

Th e H R K  and D A A D  are conv inced th at fu nding  and prom oting  reg ional q u ality  assu rance stru ctu res 

in h ig h er edu cation is of g reat dev elopm ent policy  relev ance, for ex am ple, b y  encou rag ing  th e rev i-

sion of deg ree prog ram m e content from  a lab ou r m arket-oriented perspectiv e.  Th is is wh y  th e H R K  

and D A A D  h av e focu sed part of th eir international work in recent y ears on q u ality  assu rance in C en-

tral A m erica, as well as in E ast A frica, in S ou th  E ast A sia, and in th e M iddle E ast.  Th e g rowing  sig -

nificance of th ese activ ities corresponds with  th e dev elopm ents taking  place in th e E u ropean H ig h er 

E du cation and R esearch  A rea.   
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