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1 . E u rop ea n R esea rc h  a nd  Tec h nolog y  P oli c y  

 
1 .1 . N ew  P oli ti c a l F ra m ew ork s 
 
T he research policies of the E uropean U nion and  related  fund ing approaches are 
currently  und ergoing significant transformation. T he "T reaty  of L isb on" gov erning 
the E uropean U nion and  its operational method s comes into effect on D ecemb er 
1 ,  2 0 0 9 . T his accord  reflects the changes implemented  ov er the past few  y ears in 
the course of the d iscourse concerning the political concept of a "E uropean Re-
search A rea". T his approach w ould  lib erate E uropean research policy  from the li-
mitations imposed  b y  past accord s. P rev iously ,  the ob j ectiv e w as limited  to 
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"strengthening the scientific and  technological b ases of Community  ind ustry  and  

encouraging it to b ecome more competitiv e at the international lev el".1 
 
T his purely  economics-related  task  in support of specific policy  areas of the E U  
has alread y  b een expand ed  on the b asis of actual E uropean research fund ing 
practices. I n the future,  it w ill b e further b road ened  in the context of the T reaty  
of L isb on. T he general competitiv eness of the E uropean U nion is to b e improv ed  
b y  d ev eloping a commensurate policy  for the E uropean Research A rea ( E RA ) . T he 
E RA  is to ensure "freed om of mov ement for researchers" ( geographical and  inter-
sectoral mob ility )  in a "E uropean single research mark et" that is free from b ord ers 
b oth for priv ate companies,  as w ell as for pub licly  fund ed  univ ersities and  re-

search facilities.2 
 
W hile continuing to strongly  emphasiz e science and  innov ation,  the E uropean 
U nion increasingly  perceiv es research in a b road er sense,  in that the E U  activ ely  
promotes science-d riv en b asic research as a means to attaining the stated  goal of 
"a competitiv e and  d y namic k now led ge-b ased  economic area",  an approach 
w hich ind eed  calls into q uestion the und erly ing fund amental principles of long-
estab lished  E uropean research fund ing policies. For example,  the req uirement 
that an E U -sponsored  proj ect must generate "E uropean ad d ed  v alue",  and  must 
b e useful in terms of strengthening the societal cohesion of the heterogeneous 
E uropean societies. E stab lished  in 2 0 0 7,  T he E uropean Research Council ( E RC)  
only  hand les ind iv id ual proposals from scientists and  assesses them solely  on the 
b asis of excellence criteria;  this institution can serv e as a particularly  important 
mod el in this regard . 
 
T he role of the E uropean Commission and  E uropean P arliament in framing re-
search policy  w ill b e strengthened  in the T reaty  of L isb on. T he E uropean Commis-
sion has acq uired  strategically  important rights of initiativ e,  w hich serv e to en-
courage coord ination of national research policies and  fund ing mechanisms. I n 
the future,  the E uropean P arliament w ill hav e more rights than b efore in terms of 
influencing the Framew ork  P rogramme for Research,  as w ell as d efining further 

measures that are need ed  to construct the E uropean Research A rea.3 
 
A s a part of this glob al research netw ork ,  the E uropean Research A rea ( E RA )  is to 
serv e as a mod el for the regional integration of heretofore national sy stems. W ith 
the 2 7 E U  Memb er S tates and  ten ad d itional associated  states contrib uting fund s 
to E U  research b ud gets,  e.g. S w itz erland ,  N orw ay  and  I srael,  the E RA  continues 
to expand  b ey ond  the E U 's existing b ord ers.  I t w ill soon b e as large as the E uro-
pean H igher E d ucation A rea ( E H E A :  4 6  memb ers) ,  inasmuch as the Russian Fed -
eration has expressed  interest in b ecoming an associate memb er,  and  thereb y  a 

contrib utor to the E U  Research b ud get.4 
 
1 .2  G ov erna nc e a nd  th e S teeri ng  F u nc ti on of  E u rop ea n R esea rc h  P oli c y  
 
A nnual fund ing for the E uropean Framew ork  P rogramme for Research amounted  
to 3 .5  b illion euros in 2 0 0 0 ,  and  has since increased  to ab out 5 .5  b illion in 2 0 0 9 ;  
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it is expected  to reach 1 0  b illion euros b y  2 0 1 3 .5 E U  fund ing presently  accounts 
for only  ab out six percent of the ov erall pub lic research and  d ev elopment b ud get 

in E urope.6 T he proportion of research fund ing av ailab le from the "competition 
pot" is expected  to b e much greater. T he E U  b ud get represents b etw een fiv e and  

ten percent of the third -party  fund ing b ud gets of German univ ersities.7 
 
T he steering function of research and  fund ing policies organised  at a E uropean 
lev el continue to gain in importance. E v en tod ay ,  a significantly  larger portion of 
research fund ing is granted  in the Memb er S tates b y  research fund ing organisa-
tions,  Ministries,  and  their implementing organisations. N ev ertheless,  the portion 
of b i- and  multilateral programmes ( "v irtual pots" and  "common pots" such as 
E RA -N E T s)  continues to increase,  i.e. programmes financed  j ointly  b y  tw o or 
more Memb er S tates or national research organisations,  in ad d ition to multilat-

eral E uropean research facilities such as CE RN  ( Genev a)  and  E MB L  ( H eid elb erg) .8 
A b out 1 5  percent of all pub lic research fund ing is alread y  allocated  in the context 
of E uropean consultation proced ures.  
 
O n the b asis of their ow n programmes and  concepts,  the E uropean S cience 
Found ation ( E S F) ,  the German Research Found ation ( D FG) ,  and  inv olv ed  national 
research performing and  fund ing agencies ( E U RO H O RCs)  are activ ely  accompany -
ing and  shaping this ongoing structuring of the E uropean Research A rea. I n d o-
ing so,  they  emphasise v oluntary ,  b ottom-up cooperation among the v arious 
fund ing agencies and  a d ed icated  orientation of the support tow ard s scientists 

and  scientific end eav ours. 9 
 
1 .3 . Th e G erm a n U ni v ersi ti es a nd  th e H R K  i n th e E u rop ea n R esea rc h  A rea  
  
T he univ ersities' research and  teaching performance,  as w ell as their k now led ge 
and  technology  transfer capacities are of piv otal importance in terms of ensuring 
excellent E uropean research performance. Furthermore,  they  d riv e technology  
ad v ancement and  innov ation capab ilities,  they  serv e to d ev elop human resources 
and  not least,  they  further E urope's cultural d ev elopment. E U  policy -mak ers in-
creasingly  und erstand  this,  ev en though they  v oice strong criticism of the current 

state of E uropean univ ersities and  call for "mod ernisation" in this sector.10  
 
I n recent y ears,  German univ ersities hav e recognised  the opportunities that 
E urope represents;  they  increasingly  augment their national fund ing through 
grants from the grow ing E U  fund ing pot. A pproximately  9 0  percent of German 
univ ersities and  around  3 4  percent of German univ ersities of applied  sciences 
participated  in the S ixth Research Framew ork  P rogramme of the E U  for the pe-

riod  2 0 0 2 -2 0 0 6 .11 T hough still firmly  anchored  in the regional contexts of the 
fed eral states,  these institutions are increasingly  look ing b ey ond  their national 
b ord ers. T he I nternationalisation S trategy  of the German Rectors' Conference 

( H RK )  of 2 0 0 8 ,  supports the univ ersities in these efforts. 12 
 
I n recent y ears - und er the umb rella of the H RK  - German univ ersities hav e con-
tinually  sought to harmonise and  to express their v iew s on E uropean research 
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and  univ ersity  d ev elopment issues. N onetheless,  the univ ersities now  seek  a more 
activ e role in shaping the forthcoming E uropean Research A rea,  ind eed  a role 
that is commensurate w ith their stature. T hat is w hy  they  hav e d raw n up the fol-
low ing resolution and  hav e ad d ressed  it to those responsib le for further d ev elop-
ing the E uropean Research A rea;  the statement calls for negotiations in a spirit of 
d ialogue and  cooperation,  as w ell as the implementation of the univ ersities' pro-
posals. T he H RK  is focussing its efforts on b oth the German fed eral and  state 
gov ernments,  E uropean Council,  E U  P arliament,  E U  Commission,  national and  
E uropean research fund ing institutions,  commerce and  ind ustry ,  as w ell as E uro-
pean univ ersities and  research institutions. T his also implies that the univ ersities 
also must assume specific task s on the b asis of their v arious strengths and  pro-
files,  w hich are also d escrib ed  b elow . 
 
I n passing this resolution,  the German univ ersities w ere guid ed  b y  numerous 
principles and  fund amental consid erations. T hey  b eliev e that the d iv ersity  of  
scientific perspectiv es and  research facilities and  fund ing opportunities av ailab le 
in E urope are positiv e v alues that can promote fruitful competition,  as long as 
b ureaucratic and  ad ministrativ e hurd les can b e k ept to a minimum and  that un-
fettered  cooperation is promoted  b etw een scientists and  research institutions in 
E urope. I n terms of research end eav ours,  this competition need s to b e b ased  
solely  on excellence criteria as d efined  b y  the scientific community  itself. I n the 
shaping of research policy ,  the univ ersities must b e prompted  to emb race crea-
tiv e research id eas and  concepts accord ing to the principles of sub sid iarity  and  in 
a b ottom-up fashion. T he scientific community  need s to b e activ ely  inv olv ed  in 
d efining centrally  coord inated  research programmes. T he shaping of ad ministra-
tiv e programme planning need s to tak e the univ ersities' coord inated  proposals 
into account. Moreov er,  d ed icated  capacity -b uild ing d ev elopmental programmes 
are req uired  d ue to the d isparate nature of the scientific profiles,  stages of d ev el-
opment and  financial circumstances of the v arious E uropean univ ersities,  ov er 
and  ab ov e those of the excellence-promoting initiativ es of the Framew ork  P ro-
gramme. T hese efforts should  b e promoted  and  co-financed  w ith monies from 
the S tructural Fund  in the context of E U  cohesion policy . T his w ill serv e to pro-
mote the efficiency -b uild ing measures of the univ ersities,  no matter their current 
stage of d ev elopment or areas of expertise. A n approach of this k ind  w ould  help 
to maintain the b road  range of expertise that E uropean univ ersities can offer,  
w hile enhancing E urope's innov ation capab ilities. 
 
2 . R ec om m end a ti ons b y  th e H R K  R eg a rd i ng  E u rop ea n R esea rc h  P oli c y  

  
2 .1 . R esea rc h  P oli c y  G ov erna nc e 
 
O n the occasion of the Competitiv eness Council of D ecemb er 1 -2 ,  2 0 0 8 ,  the Re-
search Ministers of the E uropean U nion resolv ed  that "there is an increasing need  
for a new  and  more strategic approach" in ord er to d riv e research and  d ev elop-
ment coord ination efforts. W e need  to activ ely  ad d ress the "grand  challenges" 
facing our societies,  w hich "no Memb er S tate is capab le of solv ing alone." T his 
goal is to b e achiev ed  through "J oint P rogramming" initiativ es and  w ith "the in-
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v olv ement of the v arious scientific and ,  w here appropriate,  ind ustry  communi-

ties". 13 
 
T he German univ ersities fully  support the stand  tak en b y  the E U RO H O RCs ( E uro-
pean H ead s of Research Councils,  incl. German contrib ution from the presid ents 
of the German Research Found ation ( D FG) ,  Max P lanck  S ociety  ( MP G) ,  H elmholtz  
A ssociation of German Research Centres ( H GF) ,  Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft ( FhG)  
and  L eib niz  A ssociation) ,  w ho in principle all w elcome this complementary  re-
search strategy  approach,  one that is more strongly  d riv en b y  societal,  scientific 
and  economic concerns. From a method ological perspectiv e,  how ev er,  they  q ues-
tion how  enormous challenges of this k ind  can b e d efined  and  translated  into re-
search programmes "so as to includ e all relev ant regional,  national,  and  E uro-

pean actors".14 

 
T he German univ ersities point out the d anger that,  d ue to the complexity  of such 
a policy  coord ination process,  only  certain issues might b e d efined  as "chal-
lenges" in a top-d ow n manner on the b asis of societal or political cy cles. T his po-
tential prob lem can b e av oid ed  b y  implementing suitab le and  carefully  d elineated  
d ecision-mak ing mechanisms and  pilot proj ects. 
 
A t the same time,  the German univ ersities und erscore the d emand s set forth in 
the so-call "Rietschel report",  w hich w as compiled  at the b ehest of the E U  Com-
mission and  summarises the results of the S ixth Framew ork  P rogramme. T he re-
port suggests that the consultativ e process in the run-up to elab orating a 
Framew ork  P rogramme need s to b e b etter d ocumented  and  d ecisions concern-

ing w hich stak ehold ers to includ e must b e more transparent 15. T his v iew  is sup-
ported  b y  b oth the univ ersities and  b y  the Commission's annual w ork  pro-
grammes,  w hich themselv es d efine the prospectiv e fund ing topics. T hrough con-
tacts w ith the E U  Commission and  the programme committees,  e.g. v ia the N a-
tional Contact P oints ( N CP s)  of the German fed eral gov ernment,  the univ ersities 
are calling for a forum w here they  can express their v iew s on issues that are im-
portant to them,  and  w here they  can b e more closely  inv olv ed  in a transparent 
d ecision-mak ing process as regard s w hich programmes are to b e fund ed . 
 
T he univ ersities thus support the E uropean T echnology  P latforms ( E T P )  initiated  
b y  the E U  Commission,  also a b ottom-up initiativ e in w hich ind ustry  tak es the 
lead  in setting the strategic research agend a for the v arious economic sectors,  
thereb y  ensuring a minimum d egree of transparency . I n future,  univ ersity  repre-
sentativ es need  to b etter utilise such cooperation opportunities prov id ed  b y  these 
technology  platforms. T he univ ersity  ad ministrations should  support them in 
these end eav ours. 
 

2 .2 . S c i enc e-D ri v en R esea rc h  a nd  th e E u rop ea n R esea rc h  Cou nc i l ( E R C)  
 
German univ ersities hav e b een v ery  supportiv e of the E uropean Research Council 
( E RC)  since its estab lishment in 2 0 0 7. T he univ ersities w elcome the planned  in-

crease in fund ing to 1 .8  b illion euros in 2 0 1 3 .16 T he E RC is opening the w ay  for a 
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competitiv e,  E urope-w id e v alid ,  and  glob al "culture of q uality " as regard s re-
search end eav ours and  research fund ing to b e d efined  b y  scientists in concert 
w ith the scientific community . 
 
T he legal form of the E RC should  b e framed  such that it supports this ob j ectiv e. 
T he hand ling of ad ministrativ e task s accord ing to regulations of an executiv e 
agency  of the E uropean Commission w ould  limit the E RC's freed om to mak e stra-
tegic d ecisions concerning human resource d ev elopment and  grant financing,  
w hich are negotiated  w ith the E xecutiv e A gency  in the form of contracts,  instead  
of lump sum grants. T he ad ministrativ e rules of the E U  Commission w ould  apply  
here,  w hich are not cond uciv e to achiev ing a glob ally  competitiv e grant-mak ing 
institution. T he separation of the political control of the E RC - in the form of an 
ind epend ent Research Council - from the actual implementation b y  an executiv e 
agency  d oes not appear to b e sufficiently  future-proof in terms of ensuring long-
term,  autonomous operational framew ork s for the E RC. T he German univ ersities 
explicitly  support the conclusions of the E C Commission report ( J uly  2 0 0 9 )  com-
piled  b y  a high-rank ing,  ind epend ent expert group to examine structures and  op-

erational method s.17 
 
I n light of the prob lems d escrib ed  ab ov e,  the planned  increase in av ailab le fund -
ing and  related  future b road ening of the fund ing spectrum of the E RC,  it thus 
seems reasonab le to tak e a closer look  at the options prov id ed  in A rt. 1 71  of the 
E C T reaty :  "T he Community  may  set up j oint und ertak ings or any  other structure 
necessary  for the efficient execution of Community  research,  technological d e-
v elopment and  d emonstration programmes." T his step w ould  force the E uropean 
Memb er S tates to assume more responsib ility  in ad v ancing the d ev elopment of 
the E RC. T he German univ ersities w ould  w elcome an assessment of these possi-
b le courses of actions,  as long as in d oing so,  further fund ing increases are as-
sured  b ey ond  2 0 1 3 ,  and  the ind epend ence of the Research Council can b e ev en 
b etter guaranteed  ov er the longer term w ith respect to its scientific d ecisions,  
ow n ad ministrativ e d ev elopment,  and  fund ing activ ities. 
 

2 .3 . E u rop ea n Colla b ora ti v e R esea rc h  i n th e Contex t of  th e S p ec i f i c  P ro-

g ra m m e " Coop era ti on"   
 
T he so-called  S pecific P rogramme "Cooperation" currently  receiv es more than 
sixty  percent of the annual expend itures of the S ev enth Framew ork  P rogramme,  

i.e. approximately  4 .6  b illion E uros from the E U  Commission.18 T he Cooperation 
promotes "collab orativ e research" in transnational consortia comprised  of ind us-
try  and  pub licly  supported  research,  an approach that is w ell k now n to German 
univ ersities from past framew ork  programmes. D espite the freq uent criticism,  of-
ten ev en raised  b y  the univ ersities themselv es,  that the application and  ad minis-
trativ e proced ures are too complex,  these proj ects d o ind eed  mak e it possib le for 
ind iv id ual univ ersity  representativ es to participate in E uropean research on their 
ow n initiativ e. T hese Cooperation proj ects hav e contrib uted  to the E uropeaniz a-
tion of research,  as w ell as to the d ev elopment of q uality  stand ard s that are ac-
cepted  throughout E urope. Most scientists see this programme as an expression 



 

HRK  German Rectors' Conference 
 The Voice of the Universities 

Page 7 of 15 

of successful E uropean cooperation. T hese proj ects should  b e continued ,  as they  
ensure a high d egree of continuity  for scientists and  univ ersities alik e. 
 
A s far as the univ ersities are concerned ,  their proj ect proposals need  to remain 
manageab le in terms of magnitud e and  numb er of partners;  they  should  not b e 
"inflated " w ith non-scientific consid erations. T he issues of "simplify ing" the ad -
ministrativ e process,  ensuring the uniformity  of proced ures and  reliab ility  of ad -
ministrativ e d ecisions of the fund ing institutions are still on the agend a. T he tran-
sition from a sy stem of restrictiv e grant contracts to one of lump sum grants,  as 
called  for in the context of E RC end eav ours,  is a good  step in this d irection. 
 
2 .4 . I nnov a ti on a nd  I ntera c ti on w i th  I nd u stry  a nd  Com m erc e 
 
T he innov ativ e capab ilities of E uropean ind ustry  req uire successful interaction b e-
tw een the univ ersities and  their commercial partners. T his interaction is particu-
larly  ev id ent as regard s the univ ersities' ab ility  to prov id e acad emic,  research,  
consultativ e,  and  technology  transfer serv ices. T he univ ersities are now  more 
than ev er ind ustry 's inherent research partner,  in the context of ind ustry  transi-
tioning from in-company  research to "open innov ation" method ology . I nd ustry  is 
show ing increased  interest in b asic research results,  w hich is increasingly  b lurring 
the b ound ary  b etw een b asic and  application-oriented  research. 
 
T he E U  has reacted  b y  setting up pub lic-priv ate partnerships ( P P P ) . T he S ev enth 
Framew ork  P rogramme includ es the new  J oint T echnology  I nitiativ es ( J T I ) ,  w hich 
for the univ ersities has prov en to b e an ard uous form of fund ing. P articularly  the 
right that w as granted  to the J T I s to d efine their ow n rules of participation has,  in 
some cases,  led  to a w orsening of the cond itions imposed  on the inv olv ed  uni-
v ersities. 
 
T his is particularly  relev ant for d rug research ( J T I -I MI )  and  fuel cell research ( J T I -
FCH ) ;  it impacts b oth the financial rules of participation,  as w ell as the hand ling 
of the intellectual property  of the inv olv ed  univ ersities. T he fact is that univ ersities 
tak ing part in the aforementioned  T echnology  I nitiativ es are compensated  for 
only  75  percent of their d irect expenses and  only  2 0  percent of ind irect expend i-
tures,  w hich d oes not ev en allow  for a full d irect cost recov ery . 
 
T he German univ ersities thus req uest that the rules of participation as pred efined  
in the context of a comprehensiv e coord ination process should  also b e applied  
for the Framew ork  P rogramme. S uch rules hav e j ust b een confirmed  b y  the E U  
Commission for the entire term of the S ev enth Framew ork  P rogramme until 
2 0 1 3 . T he univ ersities thus w arn of the d anger of creating numerous pub lic-
priv ate partnerships w ith their ow n,  separate rules. T his w ill hav e a d etrimental 
effect on the transparency  and  q uality  of the competition process. 
 
Furthermore,  the German univ ersities are preparing to implement full-cost ac-
counting proced ures as req uired  b y  the Framew ork  P rogramme. W ithin the 
Community  framew ork ,  they  are introd ucing an accounting approach that sepa-
rates pub lic fund s from priv ate fund s,  as is req uired  b y  E U  rules pertaining to 



 

HRK  German Rectors' Conference 
 The Voice of the Universities 

Page 8 of 15 

state aid  for research,  d ev elopment,  and  innov ation. For this reason,  in the con-
text of collab orativ e proj ects w ith ind ustry  German univ ersities cannot d ev iate 
from the principle of cost cov erage,  w hich need s to b e guaranteed  for each ind i-
v id ual research proj ect. 
 
T he German univ ersities state clearly  that they  cannot accept such a one-sid ed  
rule w ith respect to intellectual property ,  as it is currently  formulated  in the "I P  
Charter" of the E U  Commission and  approv ed  b y  the Competitiv eness Council,  
w hich fav ours ind ustry  w henev er important d iscov eries are mad e in the context 

of contract research.19 I nstead ,  the univ ersities d emand  that the rules for partici-
pation of the S ev enth Framew ork  P rogramme b e formulated  to includ e "fair and  

reasonab le cond itions".20  T he univ ersities point out that the German scientific and  
economic communities hav e together compiled  cooperation guid elines at the 
b ehest of the German Fed eral Ministry  of E conomics and  T echnology . A s regard s 
contract research proj ects,  this giv es the univ ersities the option of either "trans-
ferring" or "licensing" intellectual property . I n this mod el the research results re-

main w ith the univ ersities in the form of "foreground  rights".21 Comparab le solu-
tions should  alw ay s b e possib le at the E uropean lev el as w ell. 
 
2 .5 . P rep a ri ng  Y ou ng  S c i enti sts f or P osi ti ons i n P u b li c ly  F u nd ed  R esea rc h  

F a c i li ti es,  I nd u stry ,  Com m erc e a nd  S oc i ety   
 
T he German univ ersities w elcome the many  efforts at the E uropean lev el to mod -
ernise the d octoral phase at univ ersities. I nd eed ,  the professional expertise and  
sk ills potentially  req uired  b y  the j ob  mark ets,  non-univ ersity  employ ers,  and  other 
pub licly  financed  research facilities must b e tak en into account and  properly  me-
d iated . N ev ertheless,  the univ ersities b eliev e that research performance should  
remain the focus of the d octoral phase;  they  consid er d octoral training to b e "the 
first stage of a scientific career". T hey  w elcome the I nitial T raining N etw ork s of-
fered  in the context of the "P eople" or "Marie Curie" programmes of the S ev enth 
Framew ork  P rogramme. T hese ov ersub scrib ed  support programmes are v ery  
popular among b oth univ ersities and  scientists alik e;  it is important that they  re-
ceiv e ad d itional fund ing. 
 
2 .6 . P rom oti ng  th e M ob i li ty  of  S tu d ents a nd  S c i enti sts 
 
P romoting a b road  E uropean d imension in ed ucation,  and  in particular in the 
area of E uropean higher ed ucation,  w ill only  b e possib le if the cross-b ord er mo-
b ility  of stud ents and  teachers can b e realised . I t is thus only  logical to eliminate 
hurd les to mob ility  at the E U  lev el,  as w ell as to create incentiv es that ensure 
mob ility  for stud ents and  scientists. From the point of v iew  of German univ ersi-
ties,  financial b ack ing for acad emic mob ility  should  b e increased  significantly  and  
ad apted  to the req uirements of "life-long learning". T he E RA S MU S  P rogramme 
need s to b e further expand ed  and  d iv ersified  in ord er to meet the mob ility  need s 
of an increasingly  heterogeneous stud ent b od y .  
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T his also hold s true for the Marie Curie P rogramme,  b ecause it also prov id es im-
portant impetus in terms of improv ing the mob ility  of scientists in E urope. Mob il-
ity  is often hind ered  b y  the fact that in E urope,  social insurance and  taxation re-
main the purv iew  of the Memb er S tates. T he German univ ersities thus d emand  
new  policy  initiativ es such as those currently  b eing ad d ressed  in the area of 
retirement pension sy stems for scientists. T he H RK  has respond ed  to this chal-
lenge w ith its recommend ation "Mob ility  among Researchers in E urope" of A pril 
2 0 0 9 ,  w hich id entifies the prob lems associated  w ith the insurers,  pension prov id -

ers,  collectiv e b argaining partners,  and  the fed eral and  state gov ernments.22 
 
2 .7 . U ni v ersi ty  D ev elop m ent a nd  th e S tru c tu ra l F u nd s of  th e E U   
 
For the b ud get period  2 0 0 7-2 0 1 3 ,  at the b ehest of the Memb er S tates approxi-
mately  2 5  percent of fund ing from the E U  b ud get is earmark ed  for the areas of 
R& D  and  innov ation in support of so-called  cohesion policies ( regional and  social 
fund s) . T his amounts to ab out 8 6  b illion euros for the entire period  or 1 2  b illion 
euros per y ear on av erage prov id ed  for this purpose in the form of E uropean co-
financing. A lthough this is a significant increase,  it remains b ut a small percent-
age of w hat is need ed  for the Community  to attain its stated  goal of b ecoming 
the av ant-gard e of k now led ge societies. 
 
I t is for this reason that,  in ord er to achiev e this goal,  the German univ ersities are 
now  d emand ing an ev en larger share of the pot in the future,  as w ell as the pos-
sib ility  to fund  more flexib ly  univ ersity  d ev elopment proj ects in research and  in 
b asic/ ad v anced  training,  and  to enhance k now led ge and  technology  transfer 
outcomes. More appropriate measures and  instruments can often b e d efined  on 
the ground  in the v arious regions,  w hich the responsib le regional gov ernments 
need  to b etter incorporate in their future structural planning end eav ours. For 
their part,  the univ ersities need  to participate in the structural planning d iscus-
sions of their regional gov ernments in an activ e and  timely  manner,  either d irectly  
or v ia their representativ es. 
 
2 .8 . Th e H u m a ni ti es a nd  S oc i a l S c i enc es i n E u rop e 
 
U niv ersity  humanities and  social science end eav ours constitute an important cul-
tural b asis for E uropean cooperation. T hese d isciplines need  to b e supported  in 
such a w ay  that they  b ecome more ind epend ent than w as prev iously  the case,  
w hen they  w ere ob liged  to prov id e tailor-mad e research serv ices for the E U  
Commission. T hey  play  a central role in id entify ing interd isciplinary  solutions to 
the important challenges facing E uropean society ,  such as the aging of society  or 
energy  policies. Moreov er,  they  mirror the effects of technical ad v ances in the 
v arious societies.  
 
T he E uropean Commission should  thus tak e the necessary  initiativ e to ensure that 
collab orativ e,  research orientated  proj ect proposals from the humanities and  so-
cial sciences receiv e significantly  greater fund ing. U sing the greater freed om that 
it w ill enj oy  after the T reaty  of L isb on,  the Commission should  consid er prompt-
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ing d ialogue among the Memb er S tates and  Regions,  the Council and  the E U  P ar-
liament,  and  in d oing so should  stress the need  to prov id e ad d itional support for 
national centres of the humanities and  social sciences in the context of their 
E uropean cooperation. 

 
3 . U ni v ersi ty  F i na nc i ng  a s E u rop ea n P oli c y  Control I nd i c a tor 
 
I t is through their d iv ersity  that the univ ersities and  univ ersities of applied  sci-
ences form all three facets of the k now led ge triangle ( research,  ed ucation,  inno-
v ation) ,  thereb y  play ing k ey  roles in terms of E uropean competitiv eness,  as w ell 
as in future cultural and  societal d ev elopments. T hey  should  therefore receiv e 
more fund ing,  an opinion that is also held  b y  the E U  Commission. T he German 
univ ersities thus support the E U  Commission and  E uropean U niv ersity  A ssociation 
( E U A )  in their d emand  that tw o percent of the gross national prod uct of the 
Memb er S tates b e earmark ed  to finance the univ ersities of E urope. T his ob j ectiv e 
need s to b e achiev ed  b y  all Memb er S tates b y  the end  of 2 0 2 0 . T he E uropean 
Council should  thus first firmly  anchor these policy  control ind icators and  assess-
ment criteria in the forthcoming ten-y ear strategy  ( 2 0 1 0 -2 0 2 0 )  of E uropean U n-
ion,  and  then implement them. 
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4 . S u m m a ry : 1 7  Th eses 
 
Th e c entra l p oli ti c a l d em a nd s a nd  rec om m end a ti ons of  th e G erm a n u ni -
v ersi ti es 
 
U niv ersities are at the heart of pub lic research. I n the context of the d eb ate on 
the creation of the E uropean Research A rea and  on the future E U  Research 
Framew ork  P rogramme,  they  ad d ress the follow ing d emand s to E uropean d eci-
sion mak ers,  as w ell as to their ow n fed eral and  state gov ernments and  call for 
the follow ing:  
 
S teeri ng  E u rop ea n R esea rc h  P oli c y  
 
1 . T he planned  greater coord ination of research policy  and  of E U  and  memb er 
state fund ing b y  focusing on the “ b ig challenges”  ( e.g. the E U  J oint P rogramming 
I nitiativ e)  req uires a thorough examination of d ecision-mak ing mechanisms. 
German univ ersities are k een to b e inv olv ed  in these pilot proj ects. T hese proj ects 
are much need ed  and  should  b e sub j ect to careful ev aluation. 
 
2 . T he transparency  of the E U ’ s d ecision-mak ing processes should  b e increased  
for d etermining future research framew ork  programmes,  the annual w ork  pro-
gramme and  the concrete fund ing calls. T his w ould  allow  univ ersities and  the re-
searcher community  to co-ord inate their initiativ es and  put them forw ard  for 
fund ing. 
 
Th e E u rop ea n R esea rc h  Cou nc i l ( E R C)  
 
3 . T he ad ministrativ e rules of the E RC should  meet international stand ard s. T he 
E RC supports excellent research and  must compete glob ally . I n important as-
pects,  the ad ministrativ e rules created  for the E uropean Commission are inappro-
priate for the E RC. 
 
4 . T he creation of an autonomous,  unified  structure for the Research Council and  
the ad ministration of its fund ing,  for example as a j oint und ertak ing und er A rticle 
1 8 7 of the T reaty  on the Functioning of the E uropean U nion ( formerly  A rticle 
1 71 ) ,  should  b e consid ered . T he separation of the ind epend ent Research Council 
from the ad ministration of fund ing,  through an executiv e agency  und er the 
control of the E uropean Commission,  should  b e finished . 
 
Colla b ora ti v e E u rop ea n R esea rc h  i n th e R esea rc h  F ra m ew ork  P rog ra m m e 
 
5 . Collab orativ e E uropean research und er the "Cooperation" specific programme 
must remain at the heart of future E U  research fund ing. 
 
6 . I n relation to this,  the E uropean Commission’ s efforts to simplify  ad ministrativ e 
proced ures for applicants should  continue. S imilarly ,  the consistency  of the ad mi-
nistrativ e d ecisions tak en b y  the Commission and  its agencies should  b e impro-
v ed . 
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7. P roj ects set out in the fund ing calls should  b e not too large and  thus of a siz e 
manageab le for univ ersities. 
 
8 . T he introd uction of lump sum fund ing that is currently  b eing used  w ithin the 
E RC should  b e extend ed  to other E U  fund ing programmes. 
 
I nnov a ti on a nd  I ntera c ti on w i th  I nd u stry  
 
9 . P ub lic-priv ate partnerships at E U  lev el,  such as the J oint T echnology  I nitiativ es 
( J T I s) ,  should  cov er univ ersities’  costs. T hey  should  not b e sub j ect to special fi-
nancial participation rules as they  are receiv ing fund ing from the Framew ork  P ro-
gramme. 
 
1 0 . I n ad d ition to the complete transfer of rights to the client,  the opportunity  to 
license must b e granted  to univ ersities that und ertak e contract research for in-
d ustry . 
 
E a rly  S ta g e a nd  P ost-D oc  R esea rc h er Ta lents f or R esea rc h  i n I nd u stry ,  
Com m erc e a nd  S oc i ety  
 
1 1 . Fund ing should  b e increased  und er the cooperation and  training netw ork s for 
early  stage researchers in the S ev enth Framew ork  P rogramme ( Marie Cure I nitial 
T raining N etw ork s)  w hich are w ell receiv ed  across E urope. T his w ould  enab le the 
low  application success rate to b e ad d ressed . 
 
S u p p ort f or S tu d ents a nd  R esea rc h ers i n E u rop e - D ev elop i ng  E u rop ea n 
H u m a n R esou rc es 
 
1 2 . Grow ing mob ility  need s,  the increasingly  heterogeneous stud ent b od y  and  
the d emand s of lifelong learning req uire an increase in fund ing and  further d iv er-
sification of the E rasmus programme. 
 
1 3 . U niv ersities call for policy  initiativ es at b oth national and  E uropean lev els to 
tack le b arriers to mob ility  for researchers in E urope. B arriers stem from insuffi-
cient coord ination of elements of the social security  sy stems ( for example,  
supplementary / occupational pension schemes)  or insufficient portab ility  ( for  
example,  the German civ il serv ice pension) . 

 
U ni v ersi ty  I nf ra stru c tu re a nd  D ev elop m ent a nd  th e E U  S tru c tu ra l F u nd s 
 
1 4 . E U  structural fund s should  continue to commit a grow ing proportion of fun-
d ing to research and  d ev elopment and  innov ation. T o this end ,  univ ersity  
infrastructure and  d ev elopment should  b e eligib le w ithin the programme for fun-
d ing as a part of regional d ev elopment planning. 
 
1 5 . U niv ersities should  b e more closely  integrated  into the infrastructure planning 
of regions and  countries. 
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Th e A rts a nd  S oc i a l S c i enc es i n E u rop e 
 
1 6 . E U  support for research in the arts and  social sciences should  b e strength-
ened  as they  play  a central role in ad d ressing maj or challenges of E uropean soci-
ety  in an interd isciplinary  w ay . Researchers should  hav e greater scientific free-
d om. 
 
F u nd i ng  f or E u rop e’ s U ni v ersi ti es a s a  P erf orm a nc e I nd i c a tor of  E u rop ea n 
P oli c y  
 
1 7. U niv ersities urge E U  memb er states to inv est 2 %  of their gross national pro-
d uct in univ ersities,  their performance in ed ucation and  research,  and  in k now -
led ge and  technology  transfer. T his should  act as a control ind icator in the new  
ten-y ear strategy  of the E uropean U nion ( 2 0 1 0 -2 0 2 0 ) . 
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