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I . I n t r o du c t io n  
The First ASEM Rectors’ Con f eren ce took  p l ace at the Freie U n iv ersitä t Berl in  on  27 -29  
Octob er 20 0 8 . I t g athered som e 10 0  un iv ersity  l eaders an d rep resen tativ es of  ASEM1 hig her 
education  in stitution s, n etw ork s an d org an isation s at the hig hest l ev el . 
Buil din g  on  p rev ious successf ul  in itiativ es, n otab l y  the 1 s t  an d 2 n d  AU N P Rectors’ 
Con f eren ces an d ASEF’s ASEM Education  H ub  (AEH ) Col l oq uy  series, the con f eren ce w as 
j oin tl y  org an ised b y  the G erm an  Rectors’ Con f eren ce (H RK ), the Europ ean  U n iv ersity  
Association  (EU A), the ASEAN  U n iv ersity  N etw ork  (AU N ) an d the Asia Europ e Foun dation  
(ASEF), sup p orted b y  the G erm an  Federal  Min istry  f or Education  an d Research (BMBF) an d 
hosted b y  the Freie U n iv ersitä t Berl in . 
Con f eren ce discussion s f ocused on  the dev el op m en t of  Europ ean  an d Asian  hig her 
education  sy stem s an d on  strateg ic un iv ersity  coop eration  in  an d b etw een  b oth reg ion s. I n  
this con tex t, con f eren ce p articip an ts took  n ote of  the con cl usion s of  the ASEM Con f eren ce 
of  Min isters Resp on sib l e f or Education , hel d in  Berl in  on  5-6 May  20 0 8 , ack n ow l edg ed b y  
the ASEM7  Sum m it of  H eads of  State an d G ov ern m en t in  Beij in g  on  24 -25 Octob er 20 0 8 .  
A s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e , A S E M  U n iv e r s it y  Re c t o r s  a n d P r e s ide n t s  c o n v e y  t h e  f o l l o w in g  
c o n s ide r a t io n s  a n d r e c o m m e n da t io n s  t o  t h e  A S E M  M in is t e r s  Re s p o n s ib l e  f o r  E du c a t io n  in  
o r de r  t o  s t e p  u p  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  h ig h e r  e du c a t io n  dia l o g u e  a n d c o o p e r a t io n  b e t w e e n  A s ia  
a n d E u r o p e , a n d s u p p o r t  t h e  s t r a t e g ic  p a r t n e r s h ip  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  r e g io n s . I t  s h o u l d b e  
u n de r s t o o d a s  a n  in it ia l  c o n t r ib u t io n  f r o m  h ig h e r  e du c a t io n  l e a de r s  in  A s ia  a n d E u r o p e  t o  
t h e  e m e r g in g  A S E M  E du c a t io n  P r o c e s s , a n d, h o p e f u l l y , a s  t h e  s t a r t  o f  a  c o n c e r t e d dia l o g u e  
b e t w e e n  g o v e r n m e n t s  a n d t h e  h ig h e r  e du c a t io n  s e c t o r s . 
 
I I . E n h a n c in g  A S E M  H ig h e r  E du c a t io n  dia l o g u e  a n d c o o p e r a t io n  
Con f eren ce p articip an ts recog n ised the hig h p oten tial  f or en han ced ex chan g e an d cl oser 
coop eration  b etw een  the hig her education  sectors of  the tw o reg ion s. I t w as f oun d that, 
thoug h sub j ect to dif f eren t en v iron m en ts, un iv ersities in  b oth reg ion s are f acin g  sim il ar 
chal l en g es, resul tin g  n otab l y  f rom  com b in ed in f l uen ces of  in creasin g  in stitution al  
auton om y , com p etition , div ersif ication  an d g l ob al isation , op p ortun ities of  reg ion al  
in teg ration  p rocesses, chan g in g  societal  dem an ds tow ards hig her education , in creased 
com p etition  f or academ ic tal en t an d sk il l ed l ab our, an d an  in creasin g  div ersity  of  studen t 
p op ul ation s. These chal l en g es, w hil e daun tin g  f or the in div idual  un iv ersity , op en  up  f ar-
reachin g  p rosp ects f or in tra- an d in ter-reg ion al  coop eration . 
 
                                                 
1 Countries which participate in the Asia-E urope M inisterial  M eeting s – inv ol v ing  2 7  E uropean U nion 
M em b er S tates and  the E uropean Com m ission and  1 6  Asian countries and  the AS E AN  S ecretariat 
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1 )  A S E M  U n iv e r s it y  L e a de r s ’  Re s p o n s e  t o  t h e  A S E M  M e e t in g  o f  M in is t e r  Re s p o n s ib l e  f o r  
E du c a t io n  ( E M M )  
U n iv ersity  l eaders f rom  Asia an d Europ e  

� w el com e the Min isters’ decision  to set up  a Strateg ic Asia-Europ e Education  
Partn ership  f or the 21st Cen tury , in v ol v in g  stak ehol ders at al l  l ev el s in  order to 
stren g then  the ASEM dial og ue an d coop eration  in  the f iel d of  education  

� w el com e the com m itm en t of  ASEM Education  Min isters to m eet on  a reg ul ar b asis 
as a tim el y  in itiativ e, w hich can  b e ex p ected to ren der tan g ib l e b en ef its f or 
m ul til ateral  research an d education  coop eration  b etw een  the in stitution s of  b oth 
reg ion s an d f or the in tern ation al isation  of  their hig her education  sectors  

� sup p ort the issues ag reed b y  Min isters an d l ook  f orw ard to ex p l orin g  p rosp ects to 
dev el op  an d im p l em en t them  f urther. I n  p articul ar they  

- sup p ort the EMM con cl usion s on  the n eed to im p rov e in f orm ation  an d 
v isib il ity  of  the hig her education  sy stem s of  b oth reg ion s 

- con f irm  in  p articul ar the n eed f or estab l ishin g  a hig h-l ev el  w ork in g  g roup  
aim in g  at “ im p rov in g  the f ram ew ork  con dition s f or b i-reg ion al  ex chan g es”2 

- sup p ort the sug g estion s of  the EMM reg ardin g  the recip rocal  m ob il ity  of  
studen ts, academ ic staf f  an d researchers, l if e-l on g  l earn in g  an d in dustry  
col l ab oration . 

U n iv ersity  l eaders con sider it of  p rim ary  im p ortan ce that  
� stak ehol ders at n ation al  an d reg ion al  l ev el , in cl udin g  studen ts, are con sul ted in  the 

p rog ram m in g  an d m on itorin g  of  coop eration  in itiativ es; 
� un iv ersities are f ul l y  in v ol v ed, w ith reg ard to their com p l ex  m ission s an d m an if ol d 

task s, w hich ex ten d f ar b ey on d hig her education  an d research an d hav e im p ortan t 
im p l ication s f or the social  an d econ om ic dev el op m en t of  coun tries an d reg ion s as 
w el l  as f or other areas of  education ; an d that 

� m easures are real ised in  a m edium - an d l on g -term  p ersp ectiv e, w ith a m echan ism  
f or adj ustm en t an d im p rov em en t of  p rog ram m es. 

 
2 )  E s t a b l is h m e n t  o f  a n  A S E M  U n iv e r s it y  P l a t f o r m  
I n  order to tak e up  the Min isters’ of f er to col l ab orate on  these an d other issues, ASEM 
U n iv ersity  Rectors an d Presiden ts decided to estab l ish a j oin t p l atf orm  in  order to discuss 
an d def in e stak ehol der p osition s an d to en ab l e a con structiv e an d con certed dial og ue on  
the hig her education  p ol icy  an d col l ab oration  dev el op m en t b etw een  the tw o reg ion s. 
The f irst A S E M  Re c t o r s ’  C o n f e r e n c e  is p erceiv ed as a f irst im p ortan t step  in  this direction , in  
l ay in g  the g roun d f or a p l atf orm  f or ex chan g es an d col l ab oration  am on g  hig her education  
l eaders in  Asia an d Europ e, an d f or the f orm ul ation  of  p ol icy  g oal s f or the ASEM Education  
Process. I t shoul d b e con tin ued on  a reg ul ar b asis (ev ery  tw o y ears), un derp in n ed an d 
f ol l ow ed up  b y  w ork shop s, roun dtab l es an d other in itiativ es serv in g  the b uil d-up  an d 
ex chan g e of  k n ow l edg e an d g ood p ractices. 
A p e r m a n e n t  o f f ic e  f or the ASEM Rectors’ Con f eren ce, l ocated w ithin  the ex istin g  ASEF’s 
ASEM Education  H ub  Secretariat in  Sin g ap ore3, w ith the sup p ort of  the Europ ean  U n iv ersity  
Association  (EU A, Brussel s) an d the ASEAN  U n iv ersity  N etw ork  (AU N , Ban g k ok ) as 
in stitution al  p artn ers, w il l  tak e on  the secretarial  task s an d the rep resen tativ e duties of  the 
education  com m un ities of  b oth reg ion s w ithin  the ASEM p ol itical  dial og ue p rocess. 
                                                 

2 As stated  in the AS E M  E d ucation M inisters M eeting  “ Chairs concl usions”  
3 W ithout prej ud ice to the other task  and  m ission of  the AS E M  E d ucation H ub  
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I n div idual  in stitution s an d n ation al  un iv ersity  org an isation s w oul d v ol un teer as hosts an d 
p rov ide the v en ue, p ractical  org an isation  an d co-f un din g  of  ev en ts an d activ ities.  
The an n ual  A E H  A dv is o r y  C o m m it t e e  M e e t in g  w il l  p rov ide the op p ortun ity  to set the ag en da, 
an d f in al ise p ol icy  recom m en dation s. 
 
As a resul t of  the First ASEM Rectors’ Con f eren ce, ASEM U n iv ersity  L eaders w oul d l ik e to 
con v ey  to ASEM Min isters Resp on sib l e f or Education  the f ol l ow in g  recom m en dation s, f or 
con sideration  an d en dorsem en t at their n ex t m eetin g  in  H an oi, in  20 0 9 .  
 
I I I )  Re c o m m e n da t io n s  
1 )  T o w a r ds  a n  E n h a n c e d F r a m e w o r k  f o r  A S E M  H ig h e r  E du c a t io n  P o l ic y  D ia l o g u e  a n d 
C o o p e r a t io n  
Con f eren ce p articip an ts recom m en d the estab l ishm en t of  a stron g  an d sustain ab l e 
f ram ew ork  f or Asia-Europ e H ig her Education  D ial og ue an d Coop eration , w hich w oul d 

� p rov ide an  in terf ace f or discussion  b etw een  decision -m ak ers in  m in istries an d Asian  
an d Europ ean  hig her education  association s an d in stitution s (ASEM U n iv ersity  
Pl atf orm )  

� con trib ute to the en han cem en t of  in f orm ation  ex chan g e an d k n ow l edg e on  hig her 
education  an d research p ol icies, am on g  others b y  com m ission in g  surv ey s an d 
studies, such as the l aun ch of  a reg ul ar rep ort on  hig her education  in  Asia, m odel l ed 
af ter the Europ ean  Tren ds rep ort of  EU A 

� con trib ute to iden tif y in g  strateg ic an d op eration al  p riorities, an d to the dev el op m en t 
of  stak ehol der-driv en  p rog ram m es an d the m ean s to achiev e them . 

I n  p rop osin g  a structured dial og ue b etw een  the ASEM U n iv ersity  Pl atf orm  an d the ASEM 
Education  Min isters, un iv ersity  rectors an d p residen ts of  Asia an d Europ e w ish to recal l  the 
Europ ean  Bol og n a Process as an  ex am p l e of  a successf ul  dial og ue p rocess, w hich, in  l ess 
than  a decade, has dev el op ed in to a m aj or hig her education  m odern isation  in itiativ e, 
in v ol v in g  4 6 coun tries, w ith a con siderab l e p ositiv e im p act on  Europ ean  hig her education  
in stitution s, w hil e resp ectin g  n ation al  sov ereig n ty  of  the p articip atin g  coun tries an d 
stren g then in g  the auton om y  of  the hig her education  in stitution s. On e of  the k ey  f eatures of  
the Bol og n a p rocess is the cl ose an d structured in v ol v em en t of  hig her education  
stak ehol ders. W hil e the scop e of  Asia-Europ e is, of  course, dif f eren t f rom  the Europ ean  
H ig her Education  Area (EH EA), som e of  the l esson s f rom  Europ ean  an d Asian  in teg ration  
p rocesses coul d b e con sidered w hen  desig n in g  an d im p l em en tin g  the m echan ism  of  an  
ASEM g ov ern m en t - stak ehol der p rocess. I n  this reg ard, the em erg en ce of  a w idel y  
rep resen tativ e stak ehol der org an isation  on  the Asian  side shoul d b e f ostered.  
 
2 )  M o b il it y  w it h in  A S E M  c o u n t r ie s  
U n iv ersity  L eaders sup p ort the idea of  in v ol v in g  stak ehol ders in  the hig h-l ev el  w ork in g  g roup  
on  ASEM m ob il ity , p rop osed b y  the EEM, in  order to dev el op  con crete strateg ies, g oal s an d 
m ean s f or the en han cem en t of  in ter-in stitution al  m ob il ity  b etw een  the tw o reg ion s. 
This shoul d com p rise, in  p articul ar, action s f or en surin g  f un din g  an d other in cen tiv es f or 
in stitution s an d m ov ers, f or en han cin g  q ual ity  assuran ce an d recog n ition  as im p ortan t 
p rereq uisites f or successf ul  ex chan g e an d coop eration , an d al so aim in g  to im p rov e 
reg ul ation s reg ardin g  v isas, residen t an d w ork in g  p erm its, an d p en sion  rig hts.  
As im m ediate p riorities it is sug g ested to dev ise m ean s f or en han cin g : 

� un iv ersity  p artn ership s as k ey  driv ers f or im p rov in g  q ual ity  m ob il ity , p articul arl y  w ith 
reg ards to tail ored ex chan g e p rog ram m es f or doctoral  an d p ost-doctoral  can didates, 
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to stren g then  in stitution al  l in k s in  research an d teachin g , an d f or adm in istrativ e 
staf f , to en sure the sustain ab il ity  an d ef f ectiv en ess of  in stitution al  l in k s 

� tran sp aren cy  of  n ation al  sy stem s an d hig her education  in stitution s, throug h 
con crete p rog ress in  recog n ition  of  q ual if ication s, coop eration  in  the areas of  
q ual if ication  f ram ew ork s, l earn in g  outcom es an d q ual ity  assuran ce; 

 
3 )  Re s e a r c h  c o l l a b o r a t io n  
U n iv ersity  Rectors an d Presiden ts ag reed that an  Asia-Europ e p artn ership  in  hig her 
education  can  on l y  b e successf ul , if  it in cl udes research as on e of  the un iv ersities’ core task s 
sin ce it is an  im p ortan t driv er f or econ om ic an d social  dev el op m en t. 
Min isters are theref ore in v ited to  
• g iv e f ul l  atten tion  to f osterin g  un iv ersity -b ased recip rocal  research col l ab oration   
• f oster the dev el op m en t of  j oin t research cl usters, esp ecial l y  in  p riority  areas 

iden tif ied b y  the ASEM7  Sum m it  
• esp ecial l y  sup p ort research cl usters as a m ean s to en han ced research coop eration  
� en courag e j oin t research in  area studies, n otab l y  in  EU  or Asia research cen tres, 

f ocussin g , am on g st other top ics, on  the rol e of  hig her education  in stitution s in  Asian  
an d Europ ean  societies an d to 

� ex p l ore f urther the op p ortun ities to set up  a l arg er f ram ew ork  f or research 
coop eration  an d research f un din g  on  the b asis of  in ter-g ov ern m en tal  ag reem en ts, 
an d in  p articul ar to con sider the recen t com m un ication  of  the Europ ean  
Com m ission  “ A strateg ic Fram ew ork  f or I n tern ation al  Scien ce an d Techn ol og y  
Coop eration ”. (http :/ / ec.europ a.eu/ research/ iscp / p df / com _ 20 0 8 _ 58 8 _ en .p df ). 

 
4 )  I n c e n t iv e s  a n d S u p p o r t  f o r  A S E M  H ig h e r  E du c a t io n  C o o p e r a t io n  
U n iv ersity  Rectors an d Presiden ts are con v in ced that the real isation  of  the Asia-Europ e 
Education  Partn ership  f or the 21st Cen tury  an d its con crete el em en ts, as p rop osed b y  the 
EMM, req uire in cen tiv es, an d in  p articul ar f un din g .  
They  theref ore recom m en d 

� settin g  up  an  in stitution al  p artn ership  p rog ram m e, sim il ar to p ast p rog ram m es, 
such as Asia-L in k  an d AU N P, as com p l em en ts to other curren t schem es 

� p rov idin g  f in an cial  sup p ort f or n etw ork in g  activ ities of  hig her education  
in stitution s an d org an isation s to un derp in  p artn ership s an d to en han ce the 
sustain ab il ity  an d dissem in ation  of  their outcom es. 

 
I V . O u t l o o k :  N e x t  A S E M  M in is t e r ia l  M e e t in g  
The Con f eren ce f orw ards its recom m en dation s to the 2 n d  ASEM Education  Min isters 
Meetin g , to b e hel d in  May  20 0 9  in  H an oi, V ietn am , f or their con sideration , an d re-af f irm s its 
w il l in g n ess to en ter in to an  in teractiv e an d sustain ed dial og ue p rocess w ith the ASEM 
Min isters Resp on sib l e f or Education .  


