
Ladies and Gentleman, distinguished guests,  
 
my  name is H anns-W o lf  R ac k el, I  w o r k  f o r  the Ger man M inistr y  f o r  E c o no mic  
C o o p er atio n and D ev elo p ement ( B M Z ) .  T he p ast c o up le o f  day s hav e b een v er y  
inter esting f o r  me, I  hav e lear ned a lo t ab o ut str ik ing ex amp les o f  c lo se c o -o p er atio n 
b etw een univ er sities in Ger many  and o ur  p ar tner  c o untr ies ab r o ad.  T he ministr y  
tak es a gr eat inter est in the c o nf er enc e ser ies “ D ialo gue o n inno v ativ e H igher  
E duc atio n S tr ategies”  that is j o intly  o r ganised b y  the Ger man A c ademic  E x c hange 
S er v ic e and the Ger man R ec to r s’  C o nf er enc e.  W e ar e v er y  p leased, that the 
disc ussio n w hic h w as initiated at the M D G c o nf er enc e in B er lin last N o v emb er  has 
no w  b een r esumed at this meeting b y  f o c using o n v er y  p r ac tic al ex amp les o f  
c o llab o r atio n b etw een univ er sities in a f ield w hic h is o f  gr eat r elev anc e f o r  
dev elo p ment c o -o p er atio n.  
 
H igher  educ atio n ex p er ts f r o m the N o r th and the S o uth hav e j o intly  inv ested a lo t o f  
ener gy  and ef f o r t in o r der  to  f ind so lutio ns o f  ho w  to  c o mb ine dif f er ent ty p es o f  
educ atio n w ith the aim o f  ac hiev ing the mo st b enef ic ial ef f ec t o n the p o tential o f  
ex p er ts in dev elo p ing c o untr ies.  T his j o int ef f o r t to  str engthen the higher  educ atio n 
c o -o p er atio n w ith dev elo p ing c o untr ies also  c o r r esp o nds to  the p r inc ip les o f  the w o r k  
o f  the B M Z .  H enc e, af ter  tw o  day s o f  intensiv e disc ussio n and ex c hange o f  
ex p er ienc e and inf o r matio n I  am v er y  glad to  see that ther e ar e a numb er  o f  v er y  
p r o mising ap p r o ac hes o f  “ C r o ss-B o r der  E duc atio n”  w hic h p o int the w ay  ahead into  
the f utur e.  I  think  y ester day s disc ussio ns hav e also  sho w n that inter c ultur al 
under standing and c o mmunic atio n is a k ey  f ac to r  f o r  suc c essf ul j o int p r o j ec ts.  I n this 
c o ntex t I  ap p r ec iate a lo t that the Ger man A c ademic  E x c hange S er v ic e has 
integr ated a sc heme o f  inter c ultur al seminar s into  the p r o gr amme “ P o stgr aduate 



C o ur ses f o r  P r o f essio nals w ith R elev anc e to  D ev elo p ing C o untr ies” .  T he B M Z  has 
sup p o r ted this sc ho lar ship  p r o gr amme f o r  many  y ear s  – and lo o k ing at the r esults in 
ter ms o f  c r o ss b o r der  netw o r k s, I  c an say  that w e hav e made a lo t o f  p r o gr ess and 
w ill do  w hat w e c an to  c o ntinue to  do  so .  I n additio n to  these P o stgr aduate c o ur ses 
w hic h mainly  tak e p lac e in Ger many , w e also  p r o v ide f unds f o r  the so -c alled “ S ur - 
P lac e/  T hir d C o untr y  P r o gr amme” , and the r egio nal sc ho lar ship  p r o gr ammes, w hic h 
ar e f inanc ed o n a p ar tner ship  b asis w ith the r esp ec tiv e c o untr ies.   
I n ac c o r danc e w ith the o b j ec tiv es o f  the Ger man A c ademic  E x c hange S er v ic e the 
B M Z  c o nsider s the univ er sity  c o -o p er atio n b etw een Ger man I nstitutio ns o f  H igher  
E duc atio n and their  c o unter p ar ts in the S o uth c r uc ial f o r  ef f ec tiv e and sustainab le 
p ar tner ship  f o r  o ur  c o untr ies.  T his is w hy  w e p r o v ide the f unds f o r  a w ho le r ange o f  
D A A D  p r o gr ammes b ey o nd the indiv idual sup p o r t b y  sc ho lar ship s, w hic h aim at 
c ap ac ity  and netw o r k  b uilding.  E x amp les ar e f o llo w -up  c o ntac ts f o r  A lumni o f  
Ger man univ er sities f r o m dev elo p ing c o untr ies, institutio n b uilding at the p ar tner  
univ er sities ab r o ad, and – in ter ms o f  additio nal measur es – p r o j ec ts f o c using o n the 
imp r o v ement o f  higher  educ atio n management.  I  am v er y  satisf ied to  hav e w itnessed 
y ester day s liv ely  disc ussio n o n the c o mb inatio n o f  o utstanding tr aining c entr es at 
Ger man univ er sities and C entr es o f  E x c ellenc e in the dev elo p ing c o untr ies.  I t is 
c er tainly  a p o sitiv e dev elo p ment if  these dif f er ent tr aining c entr es ar e intensif y ing 
their  c o llab o r atio n b y  tak ing the f ull adv antage o f  their  o w n r eso ur c es and the ex isting 
f unding sc hemes.  A gain it w as enc o ur aging to  hear , that the A lumni o f  Ger man 
univ er sities f r o m dev elo p ing c o untr ies ac tually  p lay  an ac tiv e p ar t and leading r o le 
w ithin p ar tner ship  netw o r k s.  A lr eady  so me time ago  the B M Z  has r ec o gnised the 
p o tential o f  sp ec ialists and ex p er ts w ho  w er e tr ained at Ger man univ er sities.  T hus w e 
f av o ur  the str o ng p ar tic ip atio n o f  this gr o up  w ithin higher  educ atio n c o -o p er atio n.   
 



A ll D A A D  p r o gr ammes that the M inistr y  p r o v ides f unds f o r  aim at j unio r  p r o f essio nals 
and f utur e dec isio n-mak er s, w ho  – so  w e ho p e – w ill ac t as c hange agents and w ill 
w o r k  f o r  the b etter ment o f  their  c o untr ies up o n their  r etur n.  H er e the B M Z  aims at 
ac hiev ing the utmo st sy ner gies in tw o  dir ec tio ns:  O n the o ne hand the c o llab o r ating 
p ar tner s sho uld mak e the b est use o f  the dif f er ent study  o f f er s b y  c o mb ining them in 
an ef f ec tiv e w ay .  O n the o ther  hand the higher  educ atio n c o -o p er atio n must 
c o ntr ib ute to  ac hiev ing the M D Gs to  the gr eatest ex tent.  W e f ir mly  b eliev e, and I  think  
the disc ussio n j ust no w  has c o nf ir med this v iew , that ther e is in f ac t a gr eat p o tential 
in the c lo se c o -o p er atio n o f  univ er sities f o r  the ultimate o b j ec tiv e to  help  ac hiev ing 
the M illennium D ev elo p ment Go als.   
 
A no ther  inter esting asp ec t f r o m my  p o int o f  v iew  w as y ester day s disc ussio n o n 
“ D istanc e E duc atio n” .  I n this c o ntex t I  sho uld lik e to  mentio n that the B M Z  is tr y ing to  
b r idge the “ D igital D iv ide”  b etw een industr ialised and dev elo p ing c o unties b y  v ar io us 
k inds o f  measur es.  T he p r o j ec ts o f  D istanc e E duc atio n that w er e p r esented 
y ester day  deser v e o ur  sup p o r t b ec ause they  also  help  to  r educ e the dur atio n o f  
study  ab r o ad.  H o w ev er , I  w ant to  str ess that f ac e-to -f ac e lear ning c anno t b e r ep lac ed 
as it c o ntr ib utes to  inter c ultur al under standing and c o mmunic atio n and – this is to  
ho p e – w ill help  to  dev elo p  r esp ec t f o r  the o ther .  T hus, I  highly  ap p r ec iate if  the 
univ er sities ar e dev o ting themselv es to  this sub j ec t in a p ar tic ular  w ay .   
 

I  c an assur e y o u that my  ministr y  w ill c o ntinue its c o -o p er atio n and staunc h sup p o r t 
f o r  the univ er sity  c o -o p er atio n b etw een y o ur  c o untr ies and Ger many  b y  sup p o r ting 
the Ger man A c ademic  E x c hange S er v ic e in f utur e.   
 

I  w ish y o u all a saf e j o ur ney  ho me and lo ts o f  ener gy  and str ength f o r  w o r k ing at o ur  
c o mmo n o b j ec tiv e to  ac hiev ing the M illennium D ev elo p ment Go als.  T hank  y o u.   


