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" F r i n g e  S u b j e c t s "  p r o j e c t  e n t e r s  i t s  s e c o n d  p h a s e  

 

The second phase of the "Fringe Subjects" project began in early M arch. C om m issioned by the G erm an 

Rectors'  C onference ( H ochschulrektorenkonferenz  – H RK ) ,  the project ex am ines the situation of the "fringe 

subjects" at G erm any' s univ ersities. The project w as once again realised under the leadership of Professor Dr. 

N orbert Franz ,  I nstitute of Slav onic Studies at the U niv ersity of Potsdam . The Federal M inistry of Education and 

Research ( B M B F)  w ill prov ide the project w ith financial support ov er three years.  

 

The conseq uences of the B ologna Reform s,  the w orking foundations w ith their w ealth of tradition – such as 

old and ancient libraries or laboratories – as w ell as the state of global netw orking w ill be docum ented for 

som e 120 subjects. The project w ill also deliv er the dev elopm ent planners and representativ es of the subjects 

w ith the background inform ation req uired for the necessary transregional coordination processes. W orkshops 

and an international conference w ill prov ide a forum  to encourage and m ediate discussion and debate 

betw een the v arious players and stakeholders.  

  

The first project phase from  J uly 2007 to February 2008 serv ed produce a nationw ide m ap and surv ey that 

takes stock of the fringe subjects and show s how  each subject has dev eloped ov er the past 20 years. This first 

and ex trem ely useful docum entary record has now  resulted in the project being continued on a larger scale. 
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